
ATHLETICS AND ACTIVITIES ELIGIBILITY POLICIES AND GUIDELINES 

HIGH SCHOOL AND MIDDLE SCHOOL 

  

PURPOSE STATEMENT 

The purpose of this policy is to implement a viable process through which students at West 
Allegheny Middle and High Schools are held accountable for the educational priorities of 
attendance and academic success while providing pro-active mechanisms for 
communication and study in the best interests of the student and all involved. 

Copies of the policy will be kept at the building offices of the High School and Middle 
School as well as those of the Athletic Director and Arts Coordinator. 

The following guidelines shall be implemented for this academic school year: 
 

DETERMINING ELIGIBILITY: 

1. An accurate student roster for each area shall be included on the weekly eligibility 
list provided to all teachers. 

2. Students who are home-schooled, attend cyber-school, attend Parkway West CTC, 
or are placed in a private school shall provide weekly documentation verifying 
eligibility. 
 

GRADES 

WEEK 1: A student on the weekly eligibility list that has an ‘F’ grade reported for any 
subject shall be informed with a ‘warning’ without any penalty for practice or 
competing/performing. The appropriate head coach/director shall notify parents 
expeditiously. 

WEEK 2: If the student appears on the eligibility list for a second week in the same 
subject, there will be a continuation of the first week status. There is no penalty for 
practice or competing/performing. The appropriate head coach/director shall 
notify parents expeditiously. 

WEEK 3: If a student does not bring that subject’s grade up to at least ‘passing’ as 
indicated by a third ‘F’ grade reported in any subsequent week, the student shall be 



suspended from competing/performing but shall be permitted to practice. The 
appropriate head coach/director shall notify parents expeditiously. 

WEEK 4: If a student does not bring that subject’s grade up to at least ‘passing’ as 
indicated by a fourth ‘F’ grade reported in any subsequent week, the student shall 
be suspended from both practicing/rehearsing and competing/performing. The 
appropriate head coach/director shall notify parents expeditiously. 

WEEK 5: If a student does not bring that subject’s grade up to at least ‘passing’ as 
indicated by a fifth ‘F’ grade reported the subsequent week, the student shall be 
suspended from participating for the balance of that team/activity/organization’s 
season. The appropriate head coach/director shall notify parents expeditiously 
followed by written confirmation from the principal. 

  

3. This five-week sequence shall be applied to each individual course and initial ‘F’ 
grade that is reported. 

4. A student who receives an ‘F’ grade as the final grade for a course at the end of 
second semester shall be placed on a 15-day suspension to start the next academic 
school year.  Practice is permitted but the student is not permitted to 
compete/perform. 

NOTE: Students must be passing at least four full credit subjects in order to stay eligible for 
their activity.  Failure to maintain four passing classes restricts the student from practicing 
or competing/performing until at least four full credit classes are passing. 

  

ATTENDANCE 

5. The existing high school and middle school attendance policies shall apply. 

6. A student that has been absent for more than 20 days in a given semester shall be 
ineligible to participate until he/she has attended school for a total of 45 days 
documented from the first day in attendance in the subsequent semester. Four 
unexcused tardy dates shall be the equivalent of one unexcused absence. This 
policy also applies from the second semester to the next year’s first semester. 
*Days spent on ‘out of school’ suspension are counted as ‘absent’. (Based on PIAA 
policy applied at WA to all extra-curricular athletic, arts or other activities and 
organizations.) 
 



INTERVENTION  

7. Each student shall continue to be informed of and have access to the existing 
Academic Time-Out policy. 

8. Students who have received a notification concerning an ‘F’ grade in a given subject 
shall be required to attend a tutoring session on their own time to assist with 
bringing the grade up. 

9. Each head coach/director shall be responsible to assist in monitoring the academic 
progress of their students. 

  

RESPONSIBILITY  

10. The Building Principals in conjunction with the Athletic Director and Arts 
Coordinator shall be responsible to implement and monitor this policy. After 
consultation with the appropriate staff, final eligibility status shall be determined by 
the building principals based upon the individual academic performance of the 
student. 
 

RESPONSIBILITIES FOR PARTICIPANTS IN ATHLETICS AND ACTIVITIES 

ATTENDANCE 

You are required to attend school each day. If you are not in school, you are not able to 
practice or compete on the team that day. Exceptions to this are school field trips or 
previously scheduled absences due to academic or medical issues. If you are tardy to 
school and arrive after 8:00am, you are not able to practice or compete. The exception is if 
you bring a doctor’s note stating you were under their care for the time missed. If you have 
more than four (4) incidents of tardiness, they will convert into one (1) unexcused absence. 
If you are absent and/or suspended out-of-school for more than 20 days in a single 
semester, you will be ineligible to participate until you have been in attendance for a 
minimum of 45 days. This will carry over from one school year to the next.  It is your 
responsibility to get to school each day in order to participate in your chosen sport or 
activity. 
 

EQUIPMENT/UNIFORMS 

If you are given a uniform and/or equipment you are responsible for those items until after 
your season is completed and they are returned. If you lose anything or fail to turn items in 



at the end of the season, you will be charged for those items. You will also not be given a 
uniform for your next season. Seniors will be put on the debt list and won’t be permitted to 
participate in commencement. Underclassman will not receive a uniform for the next 
season or be put on the team’s roster. 

TRANSPORTATION 

You are required to ride school provided transportation to your activity. You are not 
permitted to drive your own personal vehicle. If you need to leave early, you are permitted 
to ride home with a parent with approval by the sponsor, coach, athletic director or 
principal. 

PHYSICALS 

You are required to get a physical exam prior to beginning any sports season. Free physicals 
will be given at certain times of the school year. Sign-ups will be in the athletic office. 
Forms are available in the athletic office. Physicals have specific dates for each season. 
Please check in the Athletic Office for more information. Along with physicals are the 
mandated athletic and arts activity fee that are due as you begin your sport or activity. 

SPORTSMANSHIP 

As a representative of West Allegheny you are expected to conduct yourself in the proper 
fashion whether you are in uniform or not. We take great pride in demonstrating the PIAA 
Sportsmanship qualities that are necessary to compete in interscholastic athletics. We 
need your support and assistance in helping to promote the correct and appropriate 
behavior in all situations. We know we are already asking a lot with academic guidelines 
and other areas, but we feel it is in the best interest of those participating that a great 
model is set for those participating and watching our athletic contests. 

 


