
WEST ALLEGHENY SCHOOL DISTRICT 

 

MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING  

OF THE BOARD OF SCHOOL DIRECTORS 

 

April 22, 2026 

 

1. Call to Order / Pledge of Allegiance 

 

The West Allegheny Board of School Directors met in regular session on Wednesday, 

April 22, 2026, in the District Office Board Room located at Wilson Elementary 

School. The President, Mr. Robert Ostrander, presided. The meeting was called to order 

at 7:10 p.m., followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

2. Roll Call of Directors 

 

Present -   Robert Ostrander – President  Tracy Pustover – Vice President 

George Bartha    Vicki Bozic   

 Dr. Mildred Johnson   Tammy Adams McBain 

 Steve Psomas    Seth Tomei 

 

 Absent -   Steven Pons 

 

 Also Present -   Mr. William Andrews, Solicitor  

Dr. Jerri Lynn Lippert, Superintendent 

Dr. Christopher Shattuck, Assistant Superintendent 

Dr. Shana Nelson, Assistant to the Superintendent 

Dr. Lynn Utchell, Assistant to the Superintendent 

Dr. Katharine Roche, Director of Special Projects 

Mr. George Safin, Director of Finance 

Mrs. Alyssa Athanas, Board Secretary 

 

Mr. Ostrander announced that the Board has met in executive session on April 15, and 

prior to tonight's meeting regarding personnel and legal matters. 

 

3. Public Comment 

 

No comment. 

 

4. Approval of Minutes 

 

4.1 The board secretary previously distributed copies of the minutes from the March 18, 

2026, meeting to the Board. On a motion by Mrs. Pustover, seconded by Ms. Bozic, and 

unanimously carried, it was moved to approve the minutes as distributed. 

 

5. Treasurer’s Report 

 

 The treasurer’s report from last month was read by Mr. George Safin, Business 

Manager, and accepted by the board indicating a balance on March 31, 2026, of 

$52,658,787.75. 
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6. Communications 

 

Nothing to report. 

 

7. Acknowledgements/Distinguished Achievement Award 

 

Dr. Nelson recognized Dr. Katharine Roche. 

Dr. Lippert recognized Matt McBurney. 

 

8. Reports of Superintendent and Administrators 

 

Dr. Lippert reported on the following activities: 

• Therapy dog program 

• 9th consecutive year, Best Communities for Music Education 

• Spring Concerts 

• Attendance Challenge  

• Kindergarten Orientation 

• Battle of the Books 

o Runners up – Reading Rockettes and Party Pickles 

o Grand Champions – Plot Twisters 

• Middle School 

o Cookout for military families 

o Outstanding achievements – Academic Bees 

▪ Geography bee – Lachlan Hanna – 1st, Hunter Papakie – 2nd, 

Elliot Fignar – 3rd  

▪ History bee – Hunter Papakie – 1st, Theo Steele – 2nd, Derek 

Robertson – 3rd  

▪ Science bee – Cash Cacia – 1st, Lachlan Hanna – 2nd, Sanidhya 

Chauhan – 3rd  

9. President’s Report 

 

Mr. Ostrander acknowledged and thanked the student board representatives. 

 

10. Unfinished Business 

 

No comments. 

 

11. Solicitor’s Report 

 

No report. 

 

12. Personnel 

 

On a motion by Mrs. Pustover, seconded by Mr. Psomas, and unanimously carried, it was 

moved to approve items 12.1 through 12.12 on the Personnel agenda. 

 

12.1 Approving the list of professional and support substitutes as presented.  

 

PROFESSIONAL SUBSTITUTES - $135/day  
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Casados, Nikki  

Greenawald, Abigale  

Hendricks, Marylee  

Ross, Kylie  

Truini, Emma 

 

SUPPORT SUBSTITUTES - $15/hr.  

Snyder, Melinda  

Weddenburn, Megan 

 

12.2 Approving the following summer student interns at a cost of $11/hour:  

 

Elementary Teaching Assistant –  

Lisa DiSaia  

Arabella Chappel  

Adrianna McCracken  

Brooke Phillips  

Ryan Gratkie  

Emmy Williamson 

 

Special Education Teaching Assistant –  

Lindsay Novic  

Elijah Cischke  

Alexandria Hively  

Breana Gubba  

Skylar Gubba  

Joy Rose  

Hailey Stefanchik  

Addison Zorey  

Leila Marchinsky  

Ella Gardner  

Alana Metts 

 

Custodial Assistant –  

Todd Khalil Jones  

Gabriella Peluso  

Sebastian Smith  

Willie Stout 

 

12.3 Approving hiring Melanie Cole as a long-term substitute elementary teacher, retroactive 

to November 3, 2025 for the remainder of the 2025-26 school year. Salary, Step 1 

Bachelor’s $55,925, prorated. 

 

12.4 Approving the retirement resignation of Sandra Kephart, high school custodian, 

effective August 3, 2026. 

 

12.5 Approving the resignation of Emma Callahan, 1:1 student Licensed Practical Nurse 

(LPN), effective March 20, 2026. 
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12.6 Approving hiring Breanna Loughran as a 1:1 student Licensed Practical Nurse (LPN) at 

a rate of $29.18/hour ($233.44/day) for the 2025-26 school year and a rate of 

$30.27/hour ($242.16/day) for the 2026-27 school year effective April 6, 2026. 

 

12.7 Approving an intermittent family medical leave of absence for Betsy Weber, high 

school clerk, beginning May 1, 2026, not to exceed 60 days. 

 

12.8 Approving an intermittent family medical leave of absence for Deborah Stockhausen, 

McKee grade 2 teacher, beginning March 18, 2026, not to exceed 60 days. 

 

12.9 Approving a salary adjustment for Ryan Cleary from Bachelor’s ($97,425) to Master’s 

Equivalency ($99,425), effective March 1, 2026. 

 

12.10 Approving the resignation of Kelsey Zombek, kindergarten teacher at Wilson 

Elementary, effective the end of the 2025-26 school year. 

 

12.11 Approving hiring Sara McFall as a Kindergarten teacher at Donaldson Elementary 

effective the start of the 2026-27 school year. Salary Step 2 of Bachelor's scale, 

$61,450. 

 

12.12 Approving hiring Christina Slota as an elementary teacher at Wilson Elementary 

effective the start of the 2026-27 school year. Salary Step 1 of Bachelor's scale, 

$59,900. 

 

12.13 On a motion by Mrs. Pustover, seconded by Mr. Psomas, and unanimously carried, it 

was moved to approve hiring Chelsie D'Amico, Human Resources Director, effective 

July 15, 2026, at a salary of $105,000. 

 

13.   Property & Supply 

 

On a motion by Mr. Ostrander, seconded by Mrs. Pustover, and unanimously carried, it was 

moved to approve items 13.1 and 13.2 on the Property & Supply agenda. 

 

13.1 Approving the contract award for Site Construction for MS/HS Secondary Roadway 

Project to Youngblood Paving, Inc. in the base bid amount of $1,275,280.00. The 

contract also includes Alternate Numbers SC-01 in the amount of $50,940.00, SC-02 in 

the amount of $113,080.00 and SC-03 in the amount of $48,800.00 for a total contract 

award of $1,488,100.00. 

 

13.2 Approving the contract award for Electrical Construction for MS/HS Secondary 

Roadway Project to McCurley Houston Electric, Inc. in the base bid amount of 

$457,000.00. The contract also includes Alternate Number EC-02 in the amount of 

$41,800.00 for a total contract award of $498,800.00. 

 

14. Finance 

 

On a motion by Mr. Bartha, seconded by Mrs. Adams McBain, and unanimously carried, it was 

moved to approve items 14.1 through 14.7 on the Finance agenda. 
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14.1 Approving the payment of bills from the General Fund as per list presented to the Board 

Members. 

 

14.2 Approving the Construction Fund and Construction Treasurer's reports as presented to 

the Board Members. 

 

14.3 Approving the Cafeteria Report as presented to the Board Members. 

 

14.4 Accepting March Activity Reports as presented to the Board Members. 

 

14.5 Approving opening bids for the following: General Supplies, Arts and Crafts Supplies, 

Janitorial Supplies, Industrial Arts Supplies and Lumber, Light Bulbs, and Copier 

Paper. 

 

14.6 Approving a Food Service Management Contract with The Nutrition Group effective 

July 1, 2026, for the 2026-27 school year to operate in accordance with a food service 

budget including revenues of $1,932,114.74, expenditures of $1,817,247.43, and a 

guaranteed profit of $114,867.33. 

 

14.7 Approving the purchase of 600 Chromebooks, Google licensing, asset tagging, and 

enrollment services from Dell Education, a PEPPM-approved vendor, PEPPM 

#C000001024003, at a cost not to exceed $220,000. 

 

15. Policy & Programs 

 

On a motion by Mr. Tomei, seconded by Mr. Psomas, and unanimously carried, it was moved 

to approve items 15.1 and 15.2 on the Policy & Programs agenda. 

 

15.1 Approving the opening of two additional elementary autistic support / life skills support 

classrooms at Donaldson Elementary effective with the start of the 2026-27 school year. 

These classrooms are in addition to the life skills / autistic support classrooms currently 

at Wilson Elementary. 

 

15.2 Approving the student adjudication for Student R as presented. 

 

16. Athletics & Activities 

 

On a motion by Mr. Psomas, seconded by Mrs. Adams McBain, and unanimously carried, it 

was moved to approve item 16.1 on the Athletics & Activities agenda. 

 

16.1 Adjusting the 1st Assistant Lacrosse position to a shared position:  

Sarah Bioni - from 1st Assistant to 1st Assistant shared - $2,134.87  

Lauren Abel - 1st Assistant shared - $2,134.87  

 

Girls’ Basketball Volunteers  

Gary Kacsur+  

Tony Castelluci+  

 

Girls’ Volleyball Volunteer  

Alexis Albright*  
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Football Volunteers  

Jonathan Miller*  

Aaron McKinney+  

Mario Marcellus*  

 

Track & Field Volunteer  

Nicole Corwell* 

 

17. Federal Programs & Legislation 

 

Dr. Nelson provided a Title I allocation update. 

 

18. Student Representatives 

 

Carly Lash and Camryn Turner reported on the following activities: 

 

1. Academics 

• Senior Graduation Speaker invitations have been sent out to those eligible - 

Speeches due by April 27. 

• AP testing will start on May 4. 

• Keystone Testing starts May 11 and concludes on May 19. 

• Senior Awards will be held Tuesday, May 19. 

• Underclassmen Awards will be held on Thursday, May 21. 

• Cap and gown distribution for seniors will be on May 8. 

• Parkway West Senior Recognition Ceremony will be on May 13 at the UPMC 

Events Center at RMU. 

 

2. JROTC 

• Last week, on 4/14, we held our annual Military Enlistment Celebration and 

celebrated our Military Connected Students 

o All Students were awarded citations from the house and senate 

o $1700 was donated to Heros Supporting Heros 

o Three students were celebrated for enlisting after high school 

▪ Cooper Williams is enlisting in the Marines 

▪ Camden February is enlisting in the Air Force 

▪ Kacee Davenport is enlisting in the Army 

• 13 Students attended the 171st All Star Leadership event at the 171st Air 

Refueling wing on April 15 

• Popcorn fundraiser - 634 bags of popcorn were sold, raising $6,317 which will 

be used for a local field trip 

• Upcoming community service events 

o May 16 - 13 cadets will place American flags at local veterans’ grave 

sites (supporting Oakdale VFW) 

• Upcoming school service events 

o Apr 22 - 8 cadets providing childcare supporting Wilson PTA mtg 

o Apr 29 - Color guard supporting Varsity Softball Military Appreciation 

game 

o May 1 - 10 cadets supporting Wilson PTA’s color run 
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3. Arts 

• Last week was our annual Art Show, April 15 was the Remake Learning Event 

• Wind Ensemble/Concert Band had their concert yesterday, April 21 at 7:00. 

• Chorus/Show Choir will have their concert next Tuesday, April 28 at 7:00. 

• PMEA State Choir will take place today April 22-25 in Tannersville, PA. 

 

4. Activities/Clubs  

• Mini-THON is ending their year with a Carnival celebration that will also be a 

Remake Learning event from 5-7 for the community with high school students 

staying until 10 pm on Friday, May 1st. Looking forward to seeing how much 

total money raised to support the Four Diamonds organization, financially 

helping families of children fighting cancer. 

• Stand Together had a field trip last Thursday April 16 where many schools with 

Stand Together clubs attended to report on their activities that they had put on in 

their school, as well as their plans for next year’s activities. 

 

5. Athletics  

• Next week, April 28, we will host seven schools for our final Unified Partners in 

Sports event. 93 athletes will engage in up to nine events on this day. 

• NFL Draft: On Thursday 4/23, our middle school football team will head down 

to Acrisure stadium and participate in NFL Pre Draft activities which include 

running through drills with former Steelers on the field. On Saturday 4/25, 

senior Cam Danna will participate in an NFL celebration on celebrating Western 

PA football. Cam will receive a gift on stage and will wear his West A football 

jersey.  

• Baseball - Win 10-2 over New Castle 

• Track & Field: JJ Newton won the 400 meters and set an Invitational and School 

Record! Janelle Newton placed 7th in the 100 meters. Janiah Hudson placed 8th 

in the Triple Jump and Jada Williams placed 8th in the 100 Hurdles. 

• Softball: Clinched a playoff berth and recently beat Chartiers Valley on Monday 

4/20. Our next game is today and we play Hopewell. It was senior day and we 

celebrated four seniors.  

 

6. Culture 

• This Saturday, April 25 is our Prom at the Hyatt!  

• Next Senior Ambassador’s meeting is this Friday, April 24 to finish planning 

senior activities, as well as the class pillar/plaque for the totem pole. 

• May is a busy month for Seniors! 

o Senior Breakfast Week starts May 18 

o Senior grades are due on May 22, and this is also our Senior Picnic! 

o Senior Celebration is May 27 and Graduation is May 28! 

 

19. Library 

Mrs. Pustover reported on the following activities: 

• Spring used book sale 

• Wine and dessert pairing event 

• Craft swap 

• Check out passes to local places 

Please visit the Library and their website for more information 

www.westernalleghenylibrary.org. 

http://www.westernalleghenylibrary.org/
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20. Parkway West CTC 

 

 Mr. Tomei reported on the following activities: 

• Graduate placement report 

• Public improvement grant 

• Senior recognition – May 13 at RMU 

Please visit their website for more information www.parkwaywest.org. 

 

21. SHASDA 

 

Dr. Shattuck reported on the Student Conference.  Temperence Carroll and A.J. Cagney 

represented West Allegheny. 

 

22. West Allegheny Athletic Hall of Fame 

 

Mr. Psomas reported that nomination applications are due by June 10. 

 

23. West Allegheny Foundation 

 

Mrs. Adams McBain reported that senior scholarships will be awarded. 

 

24. Wellness and Safe Schools Committee 

 

No report. 

 

25. New Business 

 

 No new business. 

 

26. Open Forum 

 

No comments. 

  

27. Adjournment 

 

On a motion by Mr. Psomas, seconded by Mrs. Bozic, and unanimously carried, it was 

moved to adjourn the meeting at 7:41 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

______________________________

 Robert Ostrander, Board President 

 

 

 

         ______________________________

      Alyssa Athanas, Board Secretary  

http://www.parkwaywest.org/

