WEST ALLEGHENY SCHOOL DISTRICT

MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING
OF THE BOARD OF SCHOOL DIRECTORS

December 10, 2025
Call to Order / Pledge of Allegiance
The West Allegheny Board of School Directors met in regular session on Wednesday,
December 10, 2025, in the District Office Board Room located at Wilson Elementary

School. The President, Mr. Robert Ostrander, presided. The meeting was called to order
at 7:01 p.m., followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.

Roll Call of Directors
Present - Robert Ostrander — President Tracy Pustover — Vice President
George Bartha Vicki Bozic
Tammy Adams McBain Steve Psomas
Absent - Dr. Mildred Johnson
Steven Pons
Seth Tomei
Also Present - Mr. William Andrews, Solicitor

Dr. Jerri Lynn Lippert, Superintendent

Dr. Chris Shattuck, Assistant Superintendent

Dr. Lynn Utchell, Assistant to the Superintendent
Dr. Katharine Roche, Director of Special Projects
Mr. George Safin, Director of Finance

Mr. Ostrander announced that the Board has met in executive session on December 3,
and prior to tonight's meeting regarding litigation and personnel.

Public Comment
No comment.

Approval of Minutes

4.1 The board secretary previously distributed copies of the minutes from the November 19,
2025, meeting to the Board. On a motion by Mrs. Pustover, seconded by Mr. Psomas,
and unanimously carried, it was moved to approve the minutes as distributed.

Treasurer’s Report
The treasurer’s report from last month was read by Mr. George Safin, Business
Manager, and accepted by the board indicating a balance on November 30, 2025, of
$71,216,884.87.

Communications
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Dr. Lippert read a thank you card from Debbie Mirich. She also read a thank you from
Quaker Valley in regards to the Unified Partners in Sports program.

Acknowledgements/Distinguished Achievement Award

Dr. Lippert recognized Beth McMullen and Kierstan Davis for their work with the
literacy nights.

Reports of Superintendent and Administrators

Dr. Lippert reported on the following activities:

e Family Support Committee
Mrs. Nolan and Dr. Underwood being festive
Attendance challenges
Gingerbread house challenge at Donaldson
Holiday fun night at Wilson
Upcoming concerts

President’s Report

Mr. Ostrander wished everyone a safe and happy holiday season.
Unfinished Business

No comments.
Solicitor’s Report

Mr. Andrews wished everyone a happy holiday season.
Personnel

On a motion by Mrs. Pustover, seconded by Mr. Psomas, and unanimously carried, it was
moved to approve items 12.1 through 12.14 on the Personnel agenda.

12.1  Approving the list of professional and support substitutes as presented.

PROFESSIONAL SUBSTITUTES - $135/day
Grace Nelson

Brett Kot

Ida Reilsono

Alexa Misselwitz

Colin Sunday

Theresa Sarsfield

Madison Blazer

Celeste Gabauer

SUPPORT SUBSTITUTES - $15/hr.
Julia LaGrosse
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12.2  Approving an intermittent family medical leave of absence for Michelle Bateman,
Donaldson grade 1 teacher, effective November 17, 2025, not to exceed 60 days.

12.3  Approving a family medical leave of absence for Nicole Schumacher, McKee grade 2
teacher, effective October 13, 2025, not to exceed 60 days.

12.4  Approving a family medical leave of absence for Kelsey Zombek, Wilson grade 3
teacher, beginning November 12, 2025, not to exceed 60 days.

12.5 Approving a retirement resignation for Laurie Rosso, Donaldson secretary, effective
January 16, 2026.

12.6  Approving a retirement resignation under the Retirement Benefit for Claire March,
McKee art teacher, effective the end of the 2025-26 school year.

12.7  Approving a retirement resignation under the Retirement Benefit for Lea Hartzog,
middle school math teacher, effective the end of the 2025-26 school year.

12.8  Approving a retirement resignation under the Retirement Benefit for Richard Mason,
middle school science teacher, effective the end of the 2025-26 school year.

12.9  Approving a retirement resignation under the Retirement Benefit for Thomas Burke,
middle school math teacher, effective the end of the 2025-26 school year.

12.10 Approving a retirement resignation under the Retirement Benefit for Scott McCracken,
middle school science teacher, effective the end of the 2025-26 school year.

12.11 Approving a retirement resignation under the Retirement Benefit for Kathy Taylor,
Wilson Elementary guidance counselor, effective the end of the 2025-26 school year.

12.12  Approving hiring Catherine Monteverde as a long-term substitute elementary teacher
for the second semester of the 2025-26 school year. Salary, Step 1 Bachelor’s $55,925,
prorated.

12.13 Approving hiring Jacob Barthelemy as a long-term substitute elementary teacher,
retroactive to September 15, 2025, for the remainder of the 2025-26 school year. Salary,
Step 1 Bachelor’s $55,925, prorated.

12.14 Approving the following student interns at a cost of $11/hour:

Elementary Education Internship —
Muslimakhon Bakhodirova

Bella De La Torre

Allison Patishnock

Emmy Williamson

Rylee Yoder

Addison Zorey

13. Property & Supply
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No report.

Finance

On a motion by Mr. Bartha, seconded by Mr. Psomas, and unanimously carried, it was moved
to approve items 14.1 through 14.5 on the Finance agenda.

14.1  Approving the payment of bills from the General Fund as per list presented to the Board
Members.

14.2  Approving the Construction Fund and Construction Treasurer's reports as presented to
the Board Members.

14.3  Accepting November Activity Reports as presented to the Board Member.
14.4  Approving Cafeteria Reports as presented to the Board Members.

14.5  Approving authorizing the finance team to consider the issuance of its General
Obligation Bonds, Series of 2026 (the “2026 Bonds”) for the purpose of financing
district capital improvements and does hereby (i) authorize the School District's
Administration to work with PNC Capital Markets LLC, as Investment Banker, and
Dinsmore & Shohl LLP, as Bond Counsel, with respect to the proposed issuance of the
2026 Bonds and (i1) authorize Dinsmore & Shohl LLP to take such actions as may be
required to prepare the proceeding for the approving of the 2026 Bonds as required by
the Local Government Unit Debt Act (including, specifically, the publishing of required
notices).

Policy & Programs

On a motion by Mrs. McBain, seconded by Mrs. Pustover, and unanimously carried, it was
moved to approve item 15.1 on the Policy & Programs agenda.

15.1 Approving the Memorandum of Understanding between the West Allegheny School
District and The University of Texas at Austin in alignment with the District's
participation in the FUSE program at no cost to the District.

Athletics & Activities

On a motion by Mr. Psomas, seconded by Mrs. Pustover, and unanimously carried, it was
moved to approve items 16.1 through 16.4 on the Athletics & Activities agenda.

16.1  Approving Dr. Jerrell Hardison as a speaker for the male student-athlete symposium on
February 4, 2026, at a cost of $1,000.

16.2  Approving a request from Jim Hamilton for the Indoor Track Team to attend an out-of-
state track meet in Geneva, Ohio on February 15, 2026, at a cost to the District of $600
for transportation.

16.3  Approving a request from Terisa Sharlow for the chorus to attend an overnight trip to
New York City from October 29-31, 2026 at a cost to the District of $540 for substitute
teachers.
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16.4  Amending the arts hiring (Item 16.3 from September 17, 2025) by removing Madelyn
Miessmer as the Fall Musical 3rd Assistant (shared) and hiring her as a musical
volunteer. Hiring Ryan Wickersham as the Fall Musical Assistant 3 (shared) at a stipend
of $1,313.59. All clearance requirements have been met.

17.  Federal Programs & Legislation

Dr. Utchell gave an update on the ESL, English Second Language, program.

18. Student Representatives

Lydia Lapin and Carlee Lash reported on the following activities:

I.

Academics
e Winter Keystone Exams were held Dec 4-11; this was retakes for students who
were not proficient on their last exam
o Biology Keystone (was taken 12/04 and 12/05 by 116 students)
o Literature Keystone (was taken 12/08 and 12/09 by 71 students)
o Algebra 1 Keystone (was taken 12/10 and will continue tomorrow 12/11
by 148 students)
e West A Pride Awards Dec 17 - 10 students will be recognized for
Responsibility
Respect
Gratitude
Safe, Silent, and Away
On Time, Every Time
Accountable for Actions and Attire
Respectful to Self and Others
Ready to Learn
JROTC
e Last Friday the 5th Gold Card Breakfast - senior citizens come to the high
school and have breakfast and play a handful games to win prizes after that they
go to the auditorium and watch the winter arts concerts
e This past Sunday the 7th there was a volunteer event called Run Santa Run 5k
located at the helicon brewery in Oakdale
e December 17 - Wilson Elementary Sing-A-Long - JROTC volunteers supporting
e December 17 @ 1:45 pm - Promotion Event
o Numbers are still being finalized, but we expect to promote
approximately 50 cadets across 8 different ranks, spanning from Cadet
Private First Class (PFC) to Cadet First Lieutenant
o The ceremony is open to the families & friends of our cadets, so outside
guests will be permitted
Arts
e Winter Workshop for a Cause- took place on Saturday, November 22,
elementary students came to the high school to learn a song and dance to
perform for their families, had the opportunity to buy t-shirts. We raised a total
of $2000 from t-shirt sales and donations from families that will be donated to
the children’s hospital when we go on Friday, December 12.
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District Choir auditions took place on Monday, November 24. 12 students from
West Allegheny auditioned. 10 were selected and will move on to the District
Festival. The District Festival will take place on January 8-9 at McKeesport
Area High School.
The spring musical will be “9 to 5”. Dance auditions for the spring musical took
place on this past Monday, December 8. Vocal auditions will take place
tomorrow December 11. Rehearsals will begin when we return to school in
January after winter break.
The high school band concert will be tomorrow December 11 at 7. This will
feature Concert Band and Wind Ensemble.
The high school chorus concert will be next Thursday, December 18 at 7. This
will feature the Show Choir and Chorus.

4. Athletics

Boys Basketball won their season opener vs Avonworth on 11/29 and played a
home game vs Brashear on 12/4 and got another victory. They traveled to Erie
for an overnight trip and played in the Marsh Roundball Tournament and won
their first game on 12/5 but lost their second game on 12/6. During the winter
break, they are hosting their West A Holiday tournament and the schools who
will participate are Baldwin, Thomas Jefferson and Erie McDowell. This will
happen 12/27 & 12/28.

Girls Basketball won their season opener vs Hopewell on 12/1. They followed
up this past weekend at the St. Joseph Basketball tournament where they played
Lincoln Park on Friday 12/5 and St. Josephs Saturday 12/6. We won both games
which resulted in us being named champions!

Wrestling won their season opener vs Seneca Valley on 12/3.

Swimming competed vs Moon on 12/4with the Boys winning and girls losing
Esports: Our HS Esports team won their playoff game and now will be in the
Championship at Waynesburg University on December 17, 18 and 19.

Brandon Boyce’s Dodgeball Team won the annual Dodgeball Tournament -
Softball Fundraiser

5. Activities/Clubs

Unified Bocce Tournament at Plum High School (Scrimmage)- Dec. 3, West
Allegheny wins with a score of 2 wins/2 losses.

6. Culture

Library

Annual Senior Class Volleyball Tournament - November 26 - Ms. Duch’s Class
won.

Last week we had our Winter Pep Assembly on December 3. The Challenge
Program Launch also took place during the pep assembly — Our sponsor is Coen
and students in grades 10, 11, and 12 have an opportunity to earn $3000 this
school year.

Advisory Period on December 3 where students participated in a Trivia
Challenge with the top advisory from each grade competing in a final round at
the Pep Assembly - Mrs. Spada’s Advisory won and will be celebrating with
Donuts during the next Advisory on 1/7.

Senior Movie Day is scheduled for December 19-Home Alone is the movie
selected by the class of 2026.

Mrs. Pustover reported on the following activities:
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e Blood drive
e Holiday hours
Please visit the Library and their website for more information
www.westernalleghenylibrary.org.

Parkway West CTC
No report.
SHASDA
No report.
West Allegheny Athletic Hall of Fame
No report.
West Allegheny Foundation
No report.
Wellness and Safe Schools Committee
No report.
New Business
No new business.
Open Forum
No comments.
Adjournment

On a motion by Mrs. Pustover, seconded by Mr. Psomas, and unanimously carried, it
was moved to adjourn the meeting at 7:24 p.m.

Robert Ostrander, Board President

George M. Safin, Pro-Tem Secretary


http://www.westernalleghenylibrary.org/

