
WEST ALLEGHENY SCHOOL DISTRICT 

 

MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING  

OF THE BOARD OF SCHOOL DIRECTORS 

 

February 18, 2026 

 

1. Call to Order / Pledge of Allegiance 

 

The West Allegheny Board of School Directors met in regular session on Wednesday, 

February 18, 2026, in the District Office Board Room located at Wilson Elementary 

School. The President, Mr. Robert Ostrander, presided. The meeting was called to order 

at 7:06 p.m., followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

2. Roll Call of Directors 

 

Present -   Robert Ostrander – President  Tracy Pustover – Vice President 

(via phone)   

George Bartha    Vicki Bozic 

Dr. Mildred Johnson   Tammy Adams McBain 

 Steven Pons    Steve Psomas   

 Seth Tomei 

 

 Also Present -   Mr. Anthony Giglio, Solicitor  

Dr. Jerri Lynn Lippert, Superintendent 

Dr. Lynn Utchell, Assistant to the Superintendent 

Dr. Katharine Roche, Director of Special Projects 

Mr. George Safin, Director of Finance (via phone) 

Mrs. Alyssa Athanas, Board Secretary 

 

Mr. Ostrander announced that the Board has met in executive session on February 11, 

and prior to tonight's meeting regarding personnel, student and legal matters. 

 

3. Public Comment 

 

No comment. 

 

4. Approval of Minutes 

 

4.1 The board secretary previously distributed copies of the minutes from the January 21, 

2026, meeting to the Board. On a motion by Mr. Psomas, seconded by Ms. Bozic, and 

unanimously carried, it was moved to approve the minutes as distributed. 

 

5. Treasurer’s Report 

 

 The treasurer’s report from last month was read by Mr. George Safin, Business 

Manager, and accepted by the board indicating a balance on January 31, 2026, of 

$64,148,122.63. 

 

6. Communications 

 

Nothing to report. 
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7. Acknowledgements/Distinguished Achievement Award 

 

Mr. Psomas recognized Lori Pavicic and Jodie Messner for helping a community 

member who they witnessed slip on ice. 

 

8. Reports of Superintendent and Administrators 

 

Dr. Lippert reported on the following activities: 

• Unified sports 

o April 28 next event 

o Jeremy Roberts donation 

• Superintendent Forum hosted by West Allegheny 

• Donaldson 

o Matt DeChicko – positive feedback on his remote learning gym class 

o Bingo Night 

o Variety Show 

• McKee 

o Winter concert series 

o Perfect attendance incentives 

o Talent show 

• Wilson 

o Remote learning positive feedback 

o Arts Alive – rescheduled for 3/10/2026 

o CLO came to the High School for 2nd grade attendees 

o PTA meetings – JROTC providing childcare so that more parents can 

attend 

• Middle School 

o Senior students talked about scheduling 

o Winter dance 

o Remote learning positive feedback 

 

9. President’s Report 

 

No report. 

 

10. Unfinished Business 

 

No comments. 

 

11. Solicitor’s Report 

 

No report. 

 

12. Personnel 

 

On a motion by Mr. Tomei, seconded by Mr. Psomas, and unanimously carried, it was moved 

to approve items 12.1 through 12.7 on the Personnel agenda. 

 

12.1 Approving the list of professional and support substitutes as presented.  
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PROFESSIONAL SUBSTITUTES - $135/day  

Kylie Laughery  

Jack Merckle 

 

SUPPORT SUBSTITUTES - $15/hr.  

 

12.2 Approving the retirement resignation of Lisa Wilson, District Office Administrative 

Assistant, effective June 30, 2026. 

 

12.3 Approving a family medical leave of absence for Erica Traylor, McKee grade 3 teacher, 

effective February 18, 2026, not to exceed 60 days. 

 

12.4 Approving an intermittent family medical leave of absence for Michael Kercher, high 

school custodian, effective January 25, 2026, not to exceed 60 days. 

 

12.5 Approving a salary adjustment for Joshua Bears from Master’s +30 ($117,875) to 

Master’s +45 ($118,875), effective January 15, 2026. 

 

12.6 Approving Kylie Poland as a Middle School Life Skills/Autistic Support teacher 

effective with the start of the 2026-27 school year pending receipt of Special Education 

certification. Salary - 1st step of Master's scale - $61,900. 

 

12.7 Approving Evan Blunkosky as a Middle School science teacher effective with the start 

of the 2026-27 school year pending receipt of General Science certification. Salary - 1st 

step of Bachelor's scale - $59,900. 

 

13.   Property & Supply 

 

On a motion by Mr. Pons, seconded by Mrs. Adams McBain, and unanimously carried, it was 

moved to approve items 13.1 through 13.5 on the Property & Supply agenda. 

 

13.1 Authorize the advertisement of the receipt of bids for the Secondary Roadway Project at 

the West Allegheny High School /Middle School campus. 

 

13.2 Approving Change Order GC-076 with the Hudson Group for the removal of the boiler 

structural steel from their contract in the total deduct amount of ($1699.00). 

 

13.3 Approve Change Order EC-029 with Allegheny City Electric for structural design 

services paid by the Owner as required for boiler room slab support at the contractor 

selected installation location in the total deduct amount of ($450.00). 

 

13.4 Approving a service agreement with TNF Logistics LLC to transport students attending 

out of district placements as presented. 

 

13.5 Approving Jeffrey Griffith as a bus driver for the district. All requirements have been 

met. 

 

14. Finance 
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On a motion by Mr. Bartha, seconded by Mrs. Bozic, and unanimously carried, it was moved to 

approve items 14.1 through 14.8 and 14.11 through 14.14 on the Finance agenda. 

  

14.1 Approving the payment of bills from the General Fund as per list presented to the Board 

Members. 

 

14.2 Approving the Construction Fund and Construction Treasurer's reports as presented to 

the Board Members. 

 

14.3 Approving the Cafeteria Report as presented to the Board Members. 

 

14.4 Accepting January Activity Reports as presented to the Board Members. 

 

14.5 Authorizing Valbridge Associates to do an appraisal of the Clinton Commerce V 

property at a cost not to exceed $7,500.00, as recommended by the solicitor. 

 

14.6 Approving Resolution 2026-2, Approval of Dissolution of Clinton Commerce Park 

Phase 2, as presented. 

 

14.7 Approving a real estate tax assessment appeal with Parkwest Corporate Center for 

commercial property in Findlay Township as recommended by the solicitor. 

 

14.8 Approving a real estate tax assessment appeal with MREIC PA Pittsburgh LLC for 

commercial property in Findlay Township as recommended by the solicitor. 

 

14.9 On a motion by Mr. Bartha, seconded by Mr. Pons, and unanimously carried on a roll 

call vote, it was moved to approve adopting Resolution 2026-3 as prepared by Bond 

Counsel, authorizing the issuance of General Obligation Bonds, in an amount not to 

exceed $11,675,000, in accordance with the provisions of the Local Government Unit 

Debt Act, for the purpose of providing funds for capital improvements. 

 

14.10 On a motion by Mr. Bartha, seconded by Mrs. Bozic, and unanimously carried, it was 

moved to approve the following tax collector compensation for the 2026-2027 school 

year:  

Findlay Township - $22,395.66  

North Fayette Township - $41,968.19  

Oakdale Borough - $4,880.61 

 

 Mr. Ostrander has abstained from voting on this item due to a conflict of interest. 

 

14.11 Approving a donation to the local volunteer fire departments in the amount of $3,000 

($750 per department) as the District's annual contribution. 

 

14.12 Approving a donation of $750 to the Western Allegheny Community Library for 

operating expenses. 

 

14.13 Approving advertising for bids for the following: General Supplies, Arts and Crafts 

Supplies, Light Bulbs, Janitorial Supplies, Industrial Art Supplies and Lumber, 

Athletics Supplies and Equipment, Copier Paper, and HVAC Supplies. 
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14.14 Approving the Parkway West General Operating and Building Rental (Administrative-

Jointure) Budget for 2026-27 as follows: Parkway West General Operating Budget 

$10,147,639 Parkway West Jointure Budget $1,628,684 West Allegheny School 

District’s Share of Budget which reflects a $26,035.19 increase from 2025-26 General 

Operating Budget. Parkway West General Operating Budget $699,306.96 ($673,271.77 

in 2025-26) and Parkway West Jointure Budget $83,130.17 ($78,488.39 in 2025-26). 

 

15. Policy & Programs 

 

On a motion by Mr. Tomei, seconded by Mrs. Adams McBain, and unanimously carried, it was 

moved to approve items 15.1 through 15.5 on the Policy & Programs agenda. 

 

15.1 Approving a Memorandum of Agreement with Rosedale Technical College to include 

our new program in Carpentry Technology beginning in the 2026-27 school year as part 

of the Early College in High School Academy. 

 

15.2 Approving a Memorandum of Agreement with Chatham University for a new 

partnership beginning in the 2026-27 school year as part of the Early College in High 

School Academy. 

 

15.3 Approving the contract between the West Allegheny School District and Magic School 

AI for the Magic School Enterprise Pilot at a cost to the District of $2,000.00. 

 

15.4 Approving the Middle School Program of Studies for the 2026-27 school year as 

presented. 

 

15.5 Approving Dr. Mildred Johnson to run for an Allegheny Intermediate Unit Board of 

Directors seat and if elected approve her to serve as an Allegheny Intermediate Unit 

Board Member. 

 

16. Athletics & Activities 

 

On a motion by Mr. Psomas, seconded by Mr. Tomei, and unanimously carried, it was moved 

to approve items 16.1 through 16.5 on the Athletics & Activities agenda. 

 

16.1 Approving the following coaching adjustments for the 2026 spring season. All 

clearance requirements have been met.  

 

Track & Field:  

2nd assistant (MS Head): Tony Castelluci, - MAX, $6,203.92 (replacing Austin 

Schoppe who was previously approved)  

3rd assistant: Kevin Center* - 6-10 years, $5,402.58 (replacing Ron Neurohr who was 

previously approved)  

4th assistant: Dewitt Hudson* - 6-10 years, $4,911.44 (replacing Tony Castelluci who 

moved to 2nd assistant)  

5th assistant: Jen Rogers+, 1 - 5 years, $4,187.65 (replacing Steve Nicola who was 

previously approved)  

5th assistant: Amanda Pegher+, 1 - 5 years, $4,187.65 (replacing Jim D'Amico who was 

previously approved)  

 

Track & Field volunteer assistants:  
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Josh Ghaly  

Michael Roberts  

Koryn Jozwiakowski*  

Joe Marty*  

Maddie Blazer*  

 

Baseball:  

Mike Bolla - from shared second assistant to volunteer  

Brian Lambert - from shared second assistant to full second assistant - $4,740.82  

 

Boys Lacrosse:  

Volunteer assistant: Nick Leverich*  

 

Girls Lacrosse:  

Volunteer assistant: Lauren Abel*  

 

MS Swimming:  

Volunteer assistant: Chedel Beck  

Volunteer assistant: Michael Schneiderlochner  

 

* - New to the WA coaching staff for 2025-2026 Season  

+ - New to position not to WA coaching staff 

 

16.2 Approving a request from Terisa Sharlow for seven students to attend the PMEA 

Regional Chorus Festival from February 19-21, 2026, in New Castle, PA at a cost not to 

exceed $2,294.22. 

 

16.3 Approving Flag Football as a WPIAL sport for the 2026 spring season and beyond. 

 

16.4 Approving the following flag football coaches for the 2026 spring season. All clearance 

requirements have been met. Head Coach - Robert Rainis, step 1-5, $6,568.86 1st Asst 

Coach - Lt. Col. Michael Mahoney - step 1-5 - $4,269.75 

 

16.5 Approving Nick Staub as a spring musical volunteer. Pending receipt of favorable 

clearances. 

 

16.6 On a motion by Mr. Psomas, seconded by Mr. Tomei, and unanimously carried, it was 

moved to approve Robert Palko as the head football coach for the 2026 fall season at a 

stipend of $12,164.55. All clearance requirements have been met. 

 

8 Aye, 1 Naye 

 

17. Federal Programs & Legislation 

 

Dr. Utchell gave an update on ESY services. 

 

18. Student Representatives 

 

Carlee Lash reported on the following activities: 

 

1. Academics 
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• Scheduling Update - Students entered course requests for 2026-27 during 

Advisory on Feb. 11. 

• Senior Advisory- Completed SchoolLinks Assignments and filled out voting for 

senior superlatives. 

• Midterms of the 3rd quarter are Feb. 23. 

• March 11 and 12 - Grade Level Field Trips to Post-Secondary Institutions. 

o 9th Grade will visit CCAC 

o 10th Grade will visit RMU 

• COMPTIA Test for Cybersecurity is March 5 

• SAT School Day on March 11 

 

2. JROTC 

• February 4th the JROTC color guard supported Unified Bocce at their Senior 

Recognition Night. 

• February 13th saw 15 cadets volunteer in support of the “Night to Shine” event 

at The Table Church in Oakdale. 

• February 26th we will have cadets attending RMU’s ROTC Open House. 

• We are in the planning phase for a battlefield tour/field trip in the 4th 9-week 

grading period. Still determining location and forecasting budget. 

 

3. Arts 

• Musical Update: March 12-15, We have wrapped up the entire first half of our 

show, and we have started our second act! We are getting excited! 

• Region Choir will take place tomorrow February 19-21 at the Scottish Rite 

Cathedral in New Castle. 

• The Show Choir has started learning choreography for our Disney performance 

in March. We are doing a Disney themed show, showcasing songs like “Be Our 

Guest”, “You’ll Be in My Heart”, “Step in Time”, and more. 

 

4. Athletics 

• February 4 was National Letter of Intent Signing Day. 15 students signed their 

intent to play at the collegiate level.   

• Bocce - Playoff game tonight at Blackhawk against Southside HS.  

• Girls Basketball made it to the first round of playoffs.  This was the first time 

that they hosted a home playoff game.  Unfortunately, they did not make it to 

the second round as they lost to Trinity 52-50 in the final seconds.  

• Gymnastics - Traveling this weekend to Huntington, PA (near state college) 

for  the PA Classic State Championships (Friday and Saturday) - we wish them 

luck!  

• Swimming - Varsity will complete in WPIAL Champions at Pitt (next weekend) 

Feb. 27 & 28. 

• Wrestling - 12 HS wrestlers will compete at individual Regional Championships 

next week (Feb. 27 & 28) at Canon Mac HS.  

• Spring Sports start Monday, March 2. 

 

5. Activities/Clubs 

• Unified Robotics was February 5 - 26 school districts attended.  West A won the 

competition. 

• Unified Sports - Basket Ball Game - February 12, 7 school districts participated. 
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o South Fayette won the tournament. 

o Quaker Valley came in second place. 

o West Allegheny came in third place.  

• Mr. West A - February 12  

o Vincenzo Bardelli this year’s Mr. West A 

o Colton Yonker is this year’s Mr. Congeniality 

• HS Ski Trip was this past weekend to Park City Utah. 

 

6. Culture 

• BHM Challenge Launched Friday, February 6 

o K-2 Book challenge 

o 3-5 Presentations challenge 

o 6-8 Each hallway has a unique theme about BHM 

o March 6 is when the HS students will go back to the elementary schools 

to judge 

• Prom ticket sales open week of March 2nd-6th at $125 each 

 

19. Library 

 

No report. 

 

20. Parkway West CTC 

 

 Mr. Tomei reported on the following activities: 

• Summer career camp – June 17 

• Budget approval 

• Senior recognition – May 13 at RMU 

Please visit their website for more information www.parkwaywest.org. 

 

21. SHASDA 

 

No report. 

 

22. West Allegheny Athletic Hall of Fame 

 

Mr. Psomas reported that at their last meeting they discussed reforming the nomination 

process. 

 

23. West Allegheny Foundation 

 

Mrs. Adams McBain reported on the following activities: 

• Teacher’s Cup cancelled 

• Teacher grants will be announced soon 

 

24. Wellness and Safe Schools Committee 

 

No report. 

 

25. New Business 

 

http://www.parkwaywest.org/
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 No new business. 

 

26. Open Forum 

 

Dave McBain, Findlay Township, updated everyone on his right to know request from 

the previous month.   

 

27. Adjournment 

 

On a motion by Mr. Psomas, seconded by Mrs. Bozic, and unanimously carried, it was 

moved to adjourn the meeting at 7:28 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

______________________________

 Robert Ostrander, Board President 

 

 

 

         ______________________________

      Alyssa Athanas, Board Secretary  


