
WEST ALLEGHENY SCHOOL DISTRICT 

 

MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING  

OF THE BOARD OF SCHOOL DIRECTORS 

 

January 21, 2026 

 

1. Call to Order / Pledge of Allegiance 

 

The West Allegheny Board of School Directors met in regular session on Wednesday, 

January 21, 2026, in the District Office Board Room located at Wilson Elementary 

School. The President, Mr. Robert Ostrander, presided. The meeting was called to order 

at 7:04 p.m., followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

2. Roll Call of Directors 

 

Present -   Robert Ostrander – President  Tracy Pustover – Vice President 

George Bartha    Vicki Bozic 

Dr. Mildred Johnson   Tammy Adams McBain 

 Steven Pons    Steve Psomas   

 Seth Tomei 

 

 Also Present -   Mr. Anthony Giglio, Solicitor  

Dr. Jerri Lynn Lippert, Superintendent 

Dr. Chris Shattuck, Assistant Superintendent 

Dr. Shana Nelson, Assistant to the Superintendent 

Dr. Lynn Utchell, Assistant to the Superintendent 

Dr. Katharine Roche, Director of Special Projects 

Mr. George Safin, Director of Finance 

Mrs. Alyssa Athanas, Board Secretary 

 

Mr. Ostrander announced that the Board has met in executive session on January 14, 

and prior to tonight's meeting regarding personnel and legal matters. 

 

3. Public Comment 

 

No comment. 

 

4. Approval of Minutes 

 

4.1 The board secretary previously distributed copies of the minutes from December 3, 

2025, and December 10, 2025, meetings to the Board. On a motion by Mrs. Pustover, 

seconded by Mr. Psomas, and unanimously carried, it was moved to approve the 

minutes as distributed. 

 

5. Treasurer’s Report 

 

 The treasurer’s report from last month was read by Mr. George Safin, Business 

Manager, and accepted by the board indicating a balance on December 31, 2025, of 

$67,545,374.20. 
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6. Communications 

 

Nothing to report. 

 

7. Acknowledgements/Distinguished Achievement Award 

 

Dr. Utchell recognized Melissa Wagner and Jessica Denk.   

Dr. Lippert recognized Mindi McFate, David Leaf and Courtney Fazenbaker. 

 

Dr. Lippert and Mrs. Ruhl acknowledged School Board Member Appreciation Month.  

Members of the WAEA were also present to thank the School Board Members.  

 

8. Reports of Superintendent and Administrators 

 

No report. 

 

9. President’s Report 

 

Mr. Ostrander thanked the students. 

 

10. Unfinished Business 

 

No comments. 

 

11. Solicitor’s Report 

 

No report. 

 

12. Personnel 

 

On a motion by Mrs. Pustover, seconded by Mr. Pons, and unanimously carried, it was moved 

to approve items 12.1 through 12.11 on the Personnel agenda. 

 

12.1 Approving the list of professional and support substitutes as presented.  

 

PROFESSIONAL SUBSTITUTES - $135/day  

James King  

Sara Mosesso  

Colin Sunday  

Kimberly Woomer 

 

SUPPORT SUBSTITUTES - $15/hr.  

 

12.2 Approving a retirement resignation under the Retirement Benefit for Mary Jo Seybert, 

middle school English/language arts teacher, effective the end of the 2025-26 school 

year. 

 

12.3 Approving a family medical leave of absence for Megan Napoleone, McKee grade 1 

teacher, beginning January 12, 2026, not to exceed 60 days. 
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12.4 Approving a family medical leave of absence for Elizabeth Barron, middle school 

mathematics teacher, beginning January 23, 2026, not to exceed 60 days. 

 

12.5 Approving an intermittent family medical leave of absence for Monica Heyl, high 

school clerk, effective December 3, 2025, not to exceed 60 days 

 

12.6 Approving an unpaid childrearing leave of absence for Brittney Counihan, Wilson art 

teacher, beginning December 8, 2025, returning May 14, 2026. 

 

12.7 Approving the promotion of Dawn Stang to a Class II-A secretary at Donaldson 

Elementary effective January 22, 2026, at a salary of $27.34/hour. 

 

12.8 Approving hiring Kristin Tkalcevic as a Class II-B clerk at McKee Elementary, 

effective date January 22, 2026. Salary, $25.02/hour. 

 

12.9 Approving the promotion of Mary Ann Naughton to a Class IV-A cook at the middle 

school effective January 22, 2026, at a salary of $22.49/hour. 

 

12.10 Approving Lauren Costa as an elementary Speech and Language Pathologist effective 

February 9, 2026. Salary - 1st Step of Masters Scale - $57,92 

 

12.11 Approving a salary adjustment for Leah Shuck from Master's ($76,425) to Master's +45 

($79,425), effective January 13, 2026. 

 

13.   Property & Supply 

 

No report. 

 

14. Finance 

 

On a motion by Mr. Bartha, seconded by Mrs. Bozic, and unanimously carried, it was moved to 

approve items 14.1 through 14.9 on the Finance agenda. 

  

14.1 Approving the payment of bills from the General Fund as per list presented to the Board 

Members. 

 

14.2 Approving the Construction Fund and Construction Treasurer's reports as presented to 

the Board Members. 

 

14.3 Approving the Cafeteria Report as presented to the Board Members. 

 

14.4 Accepting December Activity Reports as presented to the Board Members. 

 

14.5 Approving Resolution 2026-1 that guarantees the Board will not exceed its PDE 

established Act 1 index of 3.5% when adopting its millage rate for the 2026-2027 

General Fund Budget. 
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14.6 Approving SentinelOne as the information technology managed detection and response 

service provider for the District at a cost not to exceed $11,300 for the period from 

March 5, 2026, to June 30, 2026, with an annual subscription cost of $25,575 for the 

three-year term beginning July 1, 2026, and ending on June 30, 2029. 

 

14.7 Approving a real estate tax assessment appeal with ARG WGPTBPA001 LLC 

(Walgreens Distribution Center) for commercial property in Findlay Township as 

recommended by the solicitor. 

 

14.8 Approving a real estate tax assessment appeal with Dayton Hudson Corporation for 

commercial property in North Fayette Township as recommended by the solicitor. 

 

14.9 Approving a real estate tax assessment appeal with MYLA USA LLC for commercial 

property in North Fayette Township as recommended by the solicitor. 

 

15. Policy & Programs 

 

On a motion by Mr. Tomei, seconded by Mrs. Adams McBain, and unanimously carried, it was 

moved to approve item 15.1 on the Policy & Programs agenda. 

 

15.1 Approving the West Allegheny High School Program of Studies for the 2026-2027 

school year. 

 

16. Athletics & Activities 

 

On a motion by Mr. Psomas, seconded by Mrs. Pustover, and unanimously carried, it was 

moved to approve items 16.1 through 16.5 on the Athletics & Activities agenda. 

 

16.1 Approving Addison Shaughnessy and Gracie Campbell as volunteers for the 2026 

spring musical. All clearance requirements have been met. 

 

16.2 Approving a request from Troy Reaghard for the wrestling team to retroactively attend 

the Mid-Winter Mayhem at Indiana University of PA from January 10-11, 2026 at a 

cost to the district of $500 for tournament entry fee. 

 

16.3 Approving Jaden Beckett as the 2nd assistant swimming/diving coach for the 2025-26 

winter season at a stipend of $4,598.19. All clearance requirements have been met. 

 

16.4 Amending the middle school swimming coach positions previously approved in July 

2026. MS Head - Asst. 2 to Asst. 3 - Courtney Fazenbaker - $4,449.18 MS Assistant - 

Asst. 3 to Asst. 4 - Kim Dawson - $3,831.83 

 

16.5 Amending the middle school volleyball head coach position (Assistant 3) Replacing 

Daphne Waters with Alexis Morgenstern at a salary of $4,419.18. 

 

17. Federal Programs & Legislation 

 

Dr. Nelson gave an update on the Ready to Learn program. 
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18. Student Representatives 

 

Camryn Turner and Carlee Lash reported on the following activities: 

 

1. Academics 

• This past Friday, January 16, marked the end of the first semester.  We are now 

½ way through our senior year! - Report cards will be available this Friday, 

January 23. 

• Underclassmen are getting ready to schedule for next year. 

• Advisory on January 28 will be focused on scheduling.  New this year, in 

addition to the counselors presenting the Choosing Wisely presentation, students 

in grades 9, 10 and 11 will also hear from the student perspective regarding core 

courses. 

• Student Council Officers will also be supporting Advisory Lessons for the 

remainder of the school year, integrating their voice and ideas into the lessons. 

• First ever trades fair will be held on February 18 (1:30-4:00) 

 

2. JROTC 

• There are three cadets who will be going to the Youth Conference in Valley 

Forge 26 Feb - 1 Mar. (Camden February, Tessa Biondi, Logan Geisler). 

• JROTC will be helping with the Wilson PTA meeting on 28 Jan. 

 

3. Arts 

• 9 students were selected to participate in the District 1 Choir Festival on January 

8-9 at McKeesport High School.  

o January 8- had a series of rehearsals from 9:00am-4:30pm, in which we 

rehearsed our concert pieces 

o January 9, had a series of rehearsals from 9:00am-5:00pm, in which we 

worked on and staged our concert pieces, concert took place for families 

and friends at 7:00 on January 9 

o It was a great success and great time! 

• 6 of the 9 students from District Choir were selected to move on to Region 

Choir, which will take place on February 19-21. 

• Musical rehearsals for 9 to 5 have begun, and we have started to move songs to 

the stage. It is all going very well, and we are all very excited. 

 

4. Athletics 

• Boys Basketball: We played at Blackhawk last night and got a big section win. 

We will host Mars this Friday and play at Elizabeth Forward this Saturday.   

• Girls Basketball: The girls are having a great season, currently sitting in second 

place in their section with an 11-4 overall record and a 6-2 section mark. We 

play Mars tomorrow at home and then Upper St. Clair this Saturday at home.  

• Bowling: Our bowling team will take on Ambridge today 1/21/26.  

• Unified Bocce: Our Unified Bocce team has a record of 1-2-1 after beating 

Moon on 12/10, falling to South Side on 12/16, and tying Hopewell last week on 

1/7. This week we lost to Aliquippa. Our next match will be on 2/4 vs Freedom 

and that will be at home.  
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• Unified Partners in Sport has started practice for their basketball tournament, 

which will take place on Thursday, February 12 / Dr. Lippert’s birthday!!) 

• Esports: Our HS team made it to the Conference Championships hosted at 

Waynesburg University over the break. We fell short and lost. Congratulations 

to our HS team on a great Fall season.  

• Gymnastics: In our second meet of the year, the gymnastics team took home an 

impressive victory at Moon. We are back at home at the Monaca Turner's 

Gymnastics Center on Thursday 1/22 as we host both Chartiers Valley 

beginning at 7:00. 

• Ice Hockey: The varsity ice hockey team is hovering right at around .500 with a 

8-7 record as of Monday, currently sitting at 6th place in the Class A PIHL 

standings. After falling to Butler on Monday, we return home on Monday the 

26th in the penultimate home game of the season against Chartiers Valley at the 

Bairel Ice Center beginning at 7:00. 

• Swimming & Diving: The girls are flying high this season and the boys have 

had some standout performances as well! Last week, the girls took down Beaver 

97-57 while the boys fell by a 97-81 final tally. Also, shoutout to Alex Aivalotis 

for being named the Pittsburgh Post Gazette's Athlete of the Week for his 

spectacular performance over the weekend in Austin, Texas! He set a new 

season-best in the 50 breaststroke of 31.43 seconds! 

• Indoor Track: With the Slippery Rock meet being canceled, the track & field 

team will gear up for another meet at Edinboro University on Saturday, January 

31. 

• Wrestling: Lots of success as per usual to come out of the wrestling team! Not 

only have we won or placed in the upper echelon in each meet, not only did we 

have a dominating 76-0 senior night victory over Blackhawk, but a pair of 

seniors in Cam Danna and AJ Snatchko reached the 100-career win milestone! 

 

5. Activities/Clubs 

• NHS Induction tomorrow Jan 22- There are 69 students invited to be inducted 

into West Allegheny’s chapter of NHS. 

• Unified Robotics Tournament-Jan 30 - Expecting over 150 students (27 teams) 

• Rugby has started - Practices are Tuesday and Thursday’s at 7:00 pm in the MS 

Gym 

• There was a Mini-Thon meeting today after school- Logo was designed, 

sponsors were finalized, and more details on donations were collected. 

 

6. Culture 

• Senior Bowling Trip will take place this Friday Jan 23 to Paradise Bowling  

 

19. Library 

 

Mrs. Pustover reported on the following activities: 

• Puzzle exchange – February 4 

• Income tax assistance program 

• Check out items – Instapot, sewing machine, stud finder, etc. 

Please visit the Library and their website for more information 

www.westernalleghenylibrary.org. 

http://www.westernalleghenylibrary.org/
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20. Parkway West CTC 

 

 Mr. Tomei reported on the following activities: 

• 1/6 meeting 

• Students of the month 

• Budget discussion 

• Summer career camp 

• Trying to finalize graduation 

Please visit their website for more information www.parkwaywest.org. 

 

21. SHASDA 

 

No report. 

 

22. West Allegheny Athletic Hall of Fame 

 

Mr. Psomas reported that their next meeting will be held on February 11. 

 

23. West Allegheny Foundation 

 

Mrs. Adams McBain reported on the following activities: 

• Met with Jonathan DeBor to go over everything 

• Teacher’s Cup – March 6 

 

24. Wellness and Safe Schools Committee 

 

No report. 

 

25. New Business 

 

 No new business. 

 

26. Open Forum 

 

Brian Ruzinski, North Fayette Township, voiced his concerns regarding an issue that 

occurred at a community event. 

Mr. Giglio and Mr. Ostrander responded. 

 

Dave McBain, Findlay Township, voiced his concerns regarding Item 14.5, and how 

funds are being allocated. 

Mr. Ostrander and Mr. Bartha responded. 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.parkwaywest.org/
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27. Adjournment 

 

On a motion by Mrs. Pustover, seconded by Mr. Pons, and unanimously carried, it was 

moved to adjourn the meeting at 8:05 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

______________________________

 Robert Ostrander, Board President 

 

 

 

         ______________________________

      Alyssa Athanas, Board Secretary  


