WEST ALLEGHENY SCHOOL DISTRICT

MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING
OF THE BOARD OF SCHOOL DIRECTORS

November 19, 2025
Call to Order / Pledge of Allegiance
The West Allegheny Board of School Directors met in regular session on Wednesday,
November 19, 2025, in the District Office Board Room located at Wilson Elementary

School. The President, Mr. Robert Ostrander, presided. The meeting was called to order at
7:01 p.m., followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.

Roll Call of Directors

Present - Robert Ostrander — President Tracy Pustover — Vice President
George Bartha Todd Kosenina
Debbie Mirich Steven Pons
Steve Psomas Seth Tomei

Absent - Vicki Bozic

Also Present - Mr. William Andrews, Solicitor

Dr. Jerri Lynn Lippert, Superintendent

Dr. Chris Shattuck, Assistant Superintendent

Dr. Lynn Utchell, Assistant to the Superintendent

Dr. Katharine Roche, High School Academic Principal
Mr. George Safin, Director of Finance

Mrs. Alyssa Athanas, Board Secretary

Mr. Ostrander announced that the Board has met in executive session on November 12, and
prior to tonight's meeting regarding legal and personnel.

Public Comment
No comment.

Approval of Minutes

4.1 The board secretary previously distributed copies of the minutes from the October 15,
2025, meeting to the Board. On a motion by Mrs. Pustover, seconded by Mrs. Mirich, and
unanimously carried, it was moved to approve the minutes as distributed.

Treasurer’s Report

The treasurer’s report from last month was read by Mr. George Safin, Business Manager,
and accepted by the board indicating a balance on October 31, 2025, of $70,474,070.11.
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Communications
Dr. Lippert read a thank you card from Trish Nolan.
Acknowledgements/Distinguished Achievement Award

Dr. Lippert recognized Todd Kosenina and Debbie Mirich for their many years of service
as School Board Directors.

Reports of Superintendent and Administrators
Dr. Lippert and Dr. Utchell gave an update on Unified Partners in Sports.
President’s Report

Mr. Ostrander thanked Todd Kosenina and Debbie Mirich.
Mrs. Mirich wanted to make it clear that she did not choose the green tiles in the Middle
School or the color purple in Donaldson!

Unfinished Business

No comments.
Solicitor’s Report

Mr. Andrews thanked Todd Kosenina and Debbie Mirich.
Personnel

On a motion by Mrs. Mirich, seconded by Mr. Pons, and unanimously carried, it was moved to
approve items 12.1 through 12.14 on the Personnel agenda.

12.1  Approving the list of professional and support substitutes as presented.

PROFESSIONAL SUBSTITUTES - $135/day
Brett Kot

Grace Nelson

Ida Reilsono

SUPPORT SUBSTITUTES - $15/hr.
Jeanne Cole (cafeteria)

Jessica Dunn (cafeteria)

Arianna Blazer (paraprofessional)
Janice Biroscak (custodian)

Lindsey Wilson (custodian)
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Recognizing a final rating of “SATISFACTORY™ for the individuals listed below, after
completing three satisfactory years of service with the District, awarding tenure and a
professional contract.

Angela Ashbery
Trevor Kerr
Kylie Martin
Brianne Michaels
Amanda Pegher
Emma Popp
Mark Slagel
Justine Yanosik

Approving hiring Levi Elenzano as a Class I-C custodian, effective date December 8, 2025.
Salary, $27.14/hour.

Accepting the resignation of Marcy Gates, Middle School Cook, effective October 17, 2025

Approving the promotion of Annastasia Fisher to Class IV-A cook at the middle school
effective October 27, 2025, at a salary of $22.49/hour.

Approving a salary adjustment for Avery Naleppa from Bachelor's ($58,925) to Master's
($60,925), effective October 22, 2025.

Approving a salary adjustment for Jessica Henry from Bachelor's ($113,875) to Master's
Equivalency ($115,875), effective October 1, 2025

Approving a family medical leave of absence for Julie Bisceglia, McKee Grade 3 teacher,
beginning October 20, 2025, not to exceed 60 days.

Approving a family medical leave for Nicole Miller, McKee literacy specialist, beginning
September 23, 2025, not to exceed 60 days.

Approving an intermittent family medical leave of absence for Molly Cornelius, Wilson
grade 2 teacher, beginning October 3, 2025, not to exceed 60 days.

Approving hiring Lisa Morgan as a Class IV-B lunch aide at Donaldson Elementary,
effective date November 20, 2025. Salary, $20.91/hour.

Approving the retirement resignation of Patricia Nolan, middle school principal, effective
June 30, 2026.

Approving the promotion of Dr. Julian Underwood to middle school principal effective
July 1, 2026, at a salary of $147,500.

Approving a parental leave of absence for Kelsey Hernley, grade 1 teacher at Wilson
Elementary, beginning November 25, 2025, through the end of the 2025-26 school year.
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13. Property & Supply

14.

15.

On a motion by Mr. Ostrander, seconded by Mrs. Mirich, and unanimously carried, it was moved
to approve item 13.1 on the Property & Supply agenda.

13.1  Approving Janine Thomson, Amy Tucker, Karen Cholena Rodriguez, Alyssa Esper, Justin
Gloor, Bryan Sherbondy, and Frank Fornara, as bus drivers for the District. All
requirements have been met.

Finance

On a motion by Mr. Bartha, seconded by Mrs. Mirich, and unanimously carried, it was moved to
approve items 14.1 through 14.6 on the Finance agenda.

14.1  Approving the payment of bills from the General Fund as per list presented to the Board
Members.

14.2  Approving the Construction Fund and Construction Treasurer's reports as presented to the
Board Members.

14.3  Accepting October Activity Reports as presented to the Board Member

14.4  Approving a real estate assessment appeal with Stag Industrial Holdings, LLC / Clinton
Commerce VII for commercial property in Findlay Township as recommended by the
solicitor.

14.5 Approving a real estate assessment appeal with Stag Industrial Holdings, LLC, for
commercial property in Findlay Township as recommended by the solicitor.

14.6  Approving The Wilson Group to provide copier and printing services to the district from
January 1, 2026, through June 30, 3031 as presented.

Policy & Programs

On a motion by Mrs. Pustover, seconded by Mrs. Mirich, and unanimously carried, it was moved
to approve items 15.1 through 15.6 on the Policy & Programs agenda.

15.1 Approving the formation of the 15:5 Club at West Allegheny High School, sponsored by
Mike Short, to begin with the 2025-26 school year and continue into subsequent years
pending student interest.

15.2  Approving the formation of the Quizbowl Club at West Allegheny High School, sponsored
by Bob Yost, to begin with the 2025-26 school year and continue into subsequent years
pending student interest.

15.3  Approving the formation of the Building Bridges at West Allegheny High School,
sponsored by Amy Krek and Kateri Meinert, to begin with the 2025-26 school year and
continue into subsequent years pending student interest.
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15.4  Approving the formation of the Guitar Club at West Allegheny High School, sponsored
by Bob Coutler, to begin with the 2025-26 school year and continue into subsequent years
pending student interest.

15.5 Approving the formation of the Chemistry Club at West Allegheny High School, sponsored
by Bob Yost, to begin with the 2025-26 school year and continue into subsequent years
pending student interest.

15.6  Approving the 2026-2027 school calendar as presented.
Athletics & Activities

On a motion by Mr. Kosenina, seconded by Mrs. Mirich, and unanimously carried, it was moved to
approve items 16.1 and 16.2 on the Athletics & Activities agenda.

16.1  Approving the following volunteer coaches for the winter 2025-26 season:

Mike Schneiderlochner - Swimming - all clearance requirements have been met.
Aaron McKinney - Wrestling - all clearance requirements have been met.

Scott Lafferty - Boys Basketball - all clearance requirements have been met.
Rocky A. McGeary - Wrestling - pending receipt of favorable clearances.

Trey Zeroski - Baseball - all clearance requirements have been met.

Shane Kennedy - Baseball - all clearance requirements have been met.

16.2  Approving an overnight trip request for the high school boys’ basketball team to attend the
Marsh Roundball Classic at McDowell High School in Erie, PA from December 5-6, 2025,
at no cost to the District.

Federal Programs & Legislation
No report.
Student Representatives
Carlee Lash reported on the following activities:

1. Academics
e Oct 29 was the Annual Academic Awards Ceremony - 281 students were
recognized for outstanding achievement last school year in AP and ECIHSA
courses
e (Career & College Fair was last week on Wednesday, Nov. 12
e The next Advisory is 12/3 focusing on Team Building
2. JROTC
e JROTC Marine Corp Birthday Ball was on Friday, Nov. 7
o Great presentation of a 250th Birthday Memorial Video that went into the
history of the Marines, followed by the official cake cutting ceremony (the
oldest marine gives the first slice of cake to the youngest marine passing the
tradition down), and ended with everyone dancing the night away!
o Monday, Nov. 10 celebrated the Marine Corps Birthday with cake
3. Arts
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e Fall Musical was November 13, 15, 16- The show went incredibly well! My
castmates and I had an absolute blast putting this show on together, and our hard
work paid off. We had great ticket sales and so many people were talking about our
show. Many people came back to see the show multiple times after seeing it for the
first time. All in all, it was a great experience, and I could not be more thankful for
how it all turned out.

e Show choir has solidified their outing schedule for the winter season, and we have
been rigorously working on our song list.

e Show choir will be holding our annual Winter Workshop for a Cause on this
Saturday November 22. We have invited students of grades K-8 who are split into
age groups and are given a day to experience what it is like to be in a show choir.
Each age group will learn a Christmas song and dance to perform for their parents at
the end of the day. Over 65 kids from grades K-8 are signed up.

e Chorus students grades 10-12 are eligible to audition for PMEA district choir.
Auditions will take place on Monday November 24 at West Allegheny. Students
must learn two pieces of music and blind audition for a panel of judges by voice
part. Those selected will be able to attend the district chorus festival on January 8-
10, where they will audition for Regional Choir. Over 150 participants. West
Allegheny is hosting.

. Athletics

e Bocce tournament fundraiser was 11/14 (Proceeds benefit Unified Bocce Team)
Unified Partners - Soccer Tournament took place yesterday, 11/18
o 7 schools, in addition to West A participated with approximately 100 students
engaged in this event - Montour, Moon, Mount Lebanon, Peters Township,
Quaker Valley, Cornell, and South Fayette
e Female Student-Athlete Symposium with guest speaker Dr. Emily Brady, 11/20
e High School Fall Sports wrapped up on November 8 with the Boys Soccer team
making it to the PIAA Quarter Finals and losing right at the end with Penalty Kicks.
e Winter Sports Season started 11/14 with practices and workouts — official games
begin following fall break — 11/29

. Activities/Clubs

e Stand Together Club had their final day of training last week on 11/11
e Tomorrow is Child Grief Awareness Day - wear your blue to support!
e Mini-thon preparation
Culture
e Powder Puff- Took place on November 6, senior girls vs junior girls, the seniors
won 44-26 against the juniors, $2,000 was raised for the West Allegheny Food
Pantry.
e Annual senior class volleyball tournament 11/26, English classes will play against
each other
¢ Building Bridges Club formation - Sponsored by Mrs. Krek & Meinert
e Uncommon Conference hosted by South Fayette’s SHOUT group
o 12 WA students attended 11/14
o Over 50 represented schools
o Student led conference focusing on ways in which they can create a
welcoming and cultural environment
e Senior Ambassadors met on Monday the 17th to plan the Winter Senior Movie Day
and finalize the class pillar
e Winter Pep Rally is scheduled for 12/3!
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Library

Mrs. Pustover reported on the following activities:

e Winter reading challenge

e Dedicate a book
Please visit the Library and their website for more information
www.westernalleghenylibrary.org.

Parkway West CTC

Mrs. Mirich reported on the following activities:
e Angela Peterson appointed President and Joel Appel appointed Vice President
e Kitchen is in full swing — Thanksgiving dinners sold out
e Next meeting is the first Tuesday in January

Please visit their website for more information www.ptcollege.edu.

SHASDA

Dr. Shattuck reported that their first meeting was held on Thursday, November 13. They

discussed freedom of speech in schools and how Al is impacting schools.
West Allegheny Athletic Hall of Fame

Mr. Psomas and Mrs. Pustover reported that the banquet was well attended.
West Allegheny Foundation

No report.
Wellness and Safe Schools Committee

No report.
New Business

No new business.
Open Forum

No comments.

Adjournment

On a motion by Mrs. Mirich, seconded by Mr. Kosenina, and unanimously carried, it was

moved to adjourn the meeting at 7:49 p.m.


http://www.westernalleghenylibrary.org/
http://www.ptcollege.edu/
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Robert Ostrander, Board President

Alyssa Athanas, Board Secretary



