
WEST ALLEGHENY SCHOOL DISTRICT 

 

MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING  

OF THE BOARD OF SCHOOL DIRECTORS 

 

October 15, 2025 

 

1. Call to Order / Pledge of Allegiance 

 

The West Allegheny Board of School Directors met in regular session on Wednesday, 

October 15, 2025, in the District Office Board Room located at Wilson Elementary 

School.  The President, Mr. Robert Ostrander, presided.  The meeting was called to 

order at 7:00 p.m., followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

2. Roll Call of Directors 

 

Present -   Robert Ostrander – President   

George Bartha    Todd Kosenina  

 Debbie Mirich    Steven Pons 

Steve Psomas    Seth Tomei 

Tracy Pustover – via phone 

 

 Absent -   Vicki Bozic 

  

 Also Present -   Mr. William Andrews, Solicitor  

Dr. Jerri Lynn Lippert, Superintendent 

Dr. Chris Shattuck, Assistant Superintendent 

Dr. Shana Nelson, Assistant to the Superintendent 

Dr. Lynn Utchell, Assistant to the Superintendent 

Dr. Katharine Roche, High School Academic Principal 

Mr. George Safin, Director of Finance 

Mrs. Alyssa Athanas, Board Secretary 

 

Mr. Ostrander announced that the Board met in executive session on October 8, and 

prior to tonight's meeting in regards to legal and personnel. 

 

3. Public Comment 

 

No comment. 

 

4. Approval of Minutes 

 

4.1 The board secretary previously distributed copies of the minutes from the September 

17, 2025, meeting to the Board. On a motion by Mr. Pons, seconded by Mrs. Mirich, 

and unanimously carried, it was moved to approve the minutes as distributed. 

 

5. Treasurer’s Report 

 

 The treasurer’s report from last month was read by Mr. George Safin, Business 

Manager, and accepted by the board indicating a balance on September 30, 2025, of 

$71,768,409.13. 
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6. Communications 
 

No report. 

 

7. Acknowledgements/Distinguished Achievement Award 
 

Dr. Lippert recognized Jena Turner and Angie Morrison for their work with the log 

cabin at Wilson. 

 

8. Reports of Superintendent and Administrators 
 

Dr. Lippert gave an update on the following activities: 

• Donaldson – walkathon, Jim Basketball Jones assembly, adopt a cow 

• McKee – walkathon, 4th and 5th graders reading to kindergarten 

• Wilson – walkathon, Halloween party, log cabin day – November 25 

• Middle School – esports, unified robotics, coffee and conversation, walkathon, 

fall festival, PTA taking over cafeteria 

 

9. President’s Report 
 

Mr. Ostrander thanked the staff. 

 

10. Unfinished Business 
 

No comments. 

 

11. Solicitor’s Report 
 

No report. 
 

12. Personnel 
 

On a motion by Mrs. Mirich, seconded by Mr. Tomei, and unanimously carried, it was moved 

to approve items 12.1 through 12.5 on the Personnel agenda. 

 

12.1 Approving the list of professional and support substitutes as presented.  

 

PROFESSIONAL SUBSTITUTES - $135/day  

Davis, Madison Jackson, Abby Nese, April 

 

SUPPORT SUBSTITUTES - $15/hr.  

Renee Mattis 

 

12.2 Accepting the resignation of Heather Carter, Wilson lunch aide, effective September 26, 

2025. 

 

12.3 Approving a family medical leave of absence for Brittney Counihan, Wilson art teacher, 

effective October 3, 2025, not to exceed 60 days. 

 

12.4 Approving the following student interns at a cost of $11/hour: 

 Youth Leadership - Carlee Lash, Rodrigo Lopez Pineda, Brooklyn Stewart 

 

12.5 Approving the revision to the Administration Compensation Plan as presented. 
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13.   Property & Supply 

 

On a motion by Mr. Ostrander, seconded by Mrs. Mirich, and unanimously carried, it was 

moved to approve items 13.1 through 13.3 on the Property & Supply agenda. 

 

13.1 Approving change order GC-075 with the Hudson Group to furnish and install 

additional supplemental steel necessary to complete the installation of the new skylights 

in phases 5 and 7 for the amount of $5,779.00. 

 

13.2 Approving a professional services contract with Thomas & Williamson Program 

Management for a Programming Study at the HS/MS campus as presented at a cost of 

$7,675. 

 

13.3 Approving modifications to the Facility Rental Agreement as presented. 

 

14. Finance 

 

On a motion by Mr. Bartha, seconded by Mr. Tomei, and unanimously carried, it was moved to 

approve items 14.1 through 14.4 on the Finance agenda. 

  

14.1 Approving the payment of bills from the General Fund as per list presented to the Board 

Members. 

 

14.2 Approving the Construction Fund and Construction Treasurer's reports as presented to 

the Board Members. 

 

14.3 Accepting September Activity Reports as presented to the Board Member 

 

14.4 Approving the Questeq contract, to provide technology services and support, for a five-

year term beginning July 1, 2026, through June 30, 2031, as presented. 

 

14.5 On a motion by Mr. Bartha, seconded by Mr. Tomei, and on a majority vote, it was 

moved to not approve the purchase of the real property located in North Fayette at Main 

Campus Parcel ID: 0495-R-00001-0000-00 and Adjacent Land Parcel ID 0495-R-

00005-0000-00 encompassing approximately 33.4 Acres and Energy Center and 

Adjacent Buildings including approximately 9 acres of Parcel ID 0495-S-00001-0000-

00 as a Jointure District of Parkway West Career and Technology Center at a proported 

aggregate price of $11,822,500. 

 

 1 Aye, 7 Naye, 1 Absent 

 

14.6 On a motion by Mr. Bartha, seconded by Mr. Tomei, and on a majority vote, it was 

moved to not approve a motion to seek financing to purchase the real property in North 

Fayette at Main Campus Parcel ID: 0495-R-00001-0000-00 and Adjacent Land Parcel 

ID 0495-R-00005-0000-00 encompassing approximately 33.4 Acres and Energy Center 

and Adjacent Buildings including approximately 9 acres of Parcel ID 0495-S-00001-

0000-00 in an amount estimated to be in excess of $50,000,000 as a Jointure District of 

Parkway West Career and Technology Center as a Jointure District of Parkway West 

Career and Technology Center. 

 

 1 Aye, 7 Naye, 1 Absent  
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15. Policy & Programs 

 

On a motion by Mr. Pons, seconded by Mrs. Mirich, and unanimously carried, it was moved to 

approve items 15.1 and 15.2 on the Policy & Programs agenda. 

 

15.1 Approving the formation of the Pickleball Club at West Allegheny High School, 

sponsored by Bob Yost, to begin with the 2025-26 school year and continue into 

subsequent years pending student interest. 

 

15.2 Approving the formation of the West A Sports Media Club at West Allegheny High 

School, sponsored by Bob Coulter, to begin with the 2025-26 school year and continue 

into subsequent years pending student interest. 

 

16. Athletics & Activities 

 

On a motion by Mr. Kosenina, seconded by Mrs. Mirich, and unanimously carried, it was 

moved to approve items 16.1 through 16.10 on the Athletics & Activities agenda. 

 

16.1 Approving the resignation of Austin Schoppe from the ESports coach at the high school 

and athletic media specialist effective immediately. 

 

16.2 Approving Carrie Morgan as the Esports coach at the high school for the 2025-26 

school year. All clearance requirements have been met 

 

16.3 Approving Brandon Rossi as the Athletic Media Specialist for the 2025-26 school year 

at a cost not to exceed $8,500. All clearance requirements have been met. 

 

16.4 Approving Tim Rider as a wrestling volunteer for the 2025-26 season. All clearance 

requirements have been met. 

 

16.5 Approving Justin Gasbarre as a boys basketball volunteer for the 2025-26 season. All 

clearance requirements have been met. 

 

16.6 Approving Dr. Emily Brady as a speaker for the female student-athlete symposium on 

November 20, 2025, at a cost of $1,000. 

 

16.7 Approving a request from the Ski Club to attend an overnight trip to Snowshoe Ski 

Resort in Snowshoe, WV, from January 23-25, 2026, at no cost to the District. 

 

16.8 Approving an overnight trip request for the Varsity Wrestling Team to attend the King 

of the Mountain Tournament in Lock Haven, PA from December 18-20, 2025, at a cost 

not to exceed $450 for registration. 

 

16.9 Approving an overnight trip request for the varsity and junior varsity softball teams to 

attend The Ripken Experience in Pigeon Forge, TN from March 26-29, 2026, at a cost 

to the district not to exceed $1,350 for tournament entry fee and substitute teachers. 

 

16.10 Approving a request from TJ Fox for the marching band and show choir to attend an 

overnight trip to Walt Disney World, Lake Buena Vista, FL, to perform in the 2026 

Disney Performing Arts at Walt Disney World from March 25-30, 2026. Cost to the 

District is $540 for substitute teachers. 
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17. Federal Programs & Legislation 

 

Dr. Utchell gave an update on Title III funds, the English Second Language program. 

 

18. Student Representatives 

 

Carlee Lash and Lydia Lapin reported on the following activities: 

 

1. Academics 

• Today was Career & College Assessment Day  

o All freshman and sophomores took the PSAT 

o Juniors had the option to take the PSAT, NSMQT, engage in career 

exploration activities, or complete a college visit or job shadow 

o Seniors had an option to take the SAT, engage in career exploration 

activities, or complete a college visit or job shadow 

• First marking period ends next week on October 24 

• Annual Academic Awards Ceremony celebrating AP and ECIHSA Achievement 

is scheduled for 10/29 at 8:00 am - Over 280 students have been invited 

• HS Quarter 1 Awards scheduled for Nov. 7 

2. JROTC 

• Cadettes began wearing uniforms every Thursday (started in September)  

• Colorguard members Zaeryk, Tessa, Rachel, and Bradey will be presenting arms 

at the RMU vs GCSU game this past Saturday, October 11 

• Halloween Party on Halloween during each class period   

• Planning is underway for the MC Birthday Celebration   

3. Arts 

• Fall Musical - Marvelous Wonderettes 

o Show dates are November 13, 15, 16 

o Rehearsals have really been kicking up, and we have half of the show on 

the stage. It is going very well  

• Marching Band – Cavalcade of Bands – October 4 

o This was the best Cavalcade we have had in years. All our magic tricks 

went fantastic, and the band sounded amazing. We have worked 

extensively for weeks, and it all paid off. 

o We have had multiple compliments saying that we sounded and looked 

like a college band, which is an outstanding compliment for our group of 

middle and high schoolers. 

• Many different chorus festivals and conferences are coming up 

o Today was the Allegheny County Choir Festival- 17 attendees, students 

will be at Gateway High School and rehearse different pieces as a large 

group 

o Acapella Showcase Conference will take place on Saturday, November 

1st - 19 attendees, students will be at Peter’s Township High School and 

rehearse different pieces as a large group acapella/with solely their voices 

rather than background music 
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4. Athletics 

• Both Boys & Girls Soccer have clinched playoffs  

• Boys Golf made it to the WPIAL Teams Championships but did not make it to 

the next round. Sophomore Nico Ward has made it to the PIAA State 

Championship and will compete on 10/20 & 10/21  

• Football Senior Night is 10/24 

• Varsity football came out with a huge win over New Castle 24-14  

• Boys’ soccer came out with a 6-1 win over Blackhawk  

• Boys’ hockey wins 9-3 for the first win of the season 

• Varsity football will be playing Blackhawk this Friday 10/17 

• Brodie Cornell (football) and Ella Smith (soccer) for athletes of the week! 

5. Activities/Clubs 

• ILead- has begun meeting twice a month in the morning before school. We have 

discussed our goals for this year, specifically beginning to plan our winter and 

spring events. Last year we participated in a winter clothing drive, which was 

very successful. We hope to accomplish more successful events for our 

community  

• Stand Together- training for this year’s stand together team was on Thursday 

October 9, requires all high school participants to attend two training days where 

they will meet with Stand Together employees from Allegheny County, will 

learn about signs and symptoms of mental health disorders/substance usage and 

how to identify if a fellow peer is struggling, will learn how to break the stigma 

regarding mental health/how to make student environment better for everyone, 

ultimate goal is to participate in events to raise awareness about mental health  

• Mini-Thon- planning and preparation for our Pickleball Tournament (will take 

place on Saturday, October 25), families and groups of friends could sign up for 

a friendly tournament, profits will benefit West Allegheny Mini-Thon and their 

efforts to raise our money goal 

• Partners in Sport- a new club that allows students to work with students in our 

Life Skills program, will be responsible for coaching a team of our “buddies” in 

different sports, we will have a big competition day during school on Tuesday 

November 18 during school, different schools will come together with our 

partners in sport programs to compete in different sports, practices started on 

Tuesday, October 14 and will run an hour after school weekly 

• Powderpuff- will take place on Thursday, October 23, juniors are coached by 

Mr. Meehan and Mr. Castellucci, and seniors are coached by Mr. Yoder, Mr. 

Short, and Sgt. Rainis 

6. Culture 

• No School this past Monday, October 13 

• HBCU field trip 

• HS Picture Day is October 27  

 

19. Library 

 

No report. 

 

20. Parkway West CTC 

 

Mrs. Mirich announced that Parkway West CTC will be offering Thanksgiving dinner 

again this year.  Please visit their website for more information www.ptcollege.edu.  

http://www.ptcollege.edu/
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21. SHASDA 

 

Mr. Bartha reported that their first meeting will be on Thursday, November 13. 

 

22. West Allegheny Athletic Hall of Fame 

 

Mr. Psomas reported the nominees will be introduced at the football game on 

September 27.  The banquet is being held on October 18. 

 

23. West Allegheny Foundation 

 

Mrs. Mirich announced that the cookie baking contest is cancelled. 

 

24. Wellness and Safe Schools Committee 

 

No report. 

 

25. New Business 

 

 No new business. 

 

26. Open Forum 

 

No comments. 

 

27. Adjournment 

 

On a motion by Mr. Psomas, seconded by Mr. Pons, and unanimously carried, it was 

moved to adjourn the meeting at 7:27 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

______________________________

 Robert Ostrander, Board President 

 

 

 

         ______________________________

      Alyssa Athanas, Board Secretary  


