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WEST ALLEGHENY SCHOOL DISTRICT

MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING
OF THE BOARD OF SCHOOL DIRECTORS

September 17, 2025
Call to Order / Pledge of Allegiance
The West Allegheny Board of School Directors met in regular session on Wednesday,
September 17, 2025, in the District Office Board Room located at Wilson Elementary

School. The President, Mr. Robert Ostrander, presided. The meeting was called to
order at 7:06 p.m., followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.

Roll Call of Directors

Present - Robert Ostrander — President Tracy Pustover — Vice President
Vicki Bozic Todd Kosenina
Steve Psomas Seth Tomei

Absent - George Bartha
Debbie Mirich

Steven Pons

Also Present - Mr. William Andrews, Solicitor
Dr. Jerri Lynn Lippert, Superintendent
Dr. Chris Shattuck, Assistant Superintendent
Dr. Shana Nelson, Assistant to the Superintendent
Dr. Lynn Utchell, Assistant to the Superintendent
Dr. Katharine Roche, High School Academic Principal
Mr. George Safin, Director of Finance
Mrs. Alyssa Athanas, Board Secretary

Mr. Ostrander announced that the Board met in executive session on September 10, and
prior to tonight's meeting in regards to legal and real estate matters.

Mr. Ostrander welcomed the three new student representatives, Carlee Lash, Lydia
Lapin and Camryn Turner.

Public Comment
No comment.
Approval of Minutes
4.1 The board secretary previously distributed copies of the minutes from the August 20,

2025, meeting to the Board. On a motion by Mrs. Pustover, seconded by Ms. Bozic, and
unanimously carried, it was moved to approve the minutes as distributed.
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Treasurer’s Report

The treasurer’s report from last month was read by Mr. George Safin, Business
Manager, and accepted by the board indicating a balance on August 31, 2025, of
$60,608,548.20.

Communications
No report.

Acknowledgements/Distinguished Achievement Award
Dr. St. Surin recognized the two athletic trainers, Amy Robinson and Pete Hudak.
Dr. Utchell recognized Erica Cicero, Meredith Gillo and Jen Rogers.

Reports of Superintendent and Administrators

Dr. Lippert gave an update on the following activities:
e Open Houses

Walkathons

Elementary curriculum nights — October 1

WA’s 75" birthday

President’s Report
No report.
Unfinished Business
No comments.
Solicitor’s Report
No report.
Personnel

On a motion by Mrs. Pustover, seconded by Ms. Bozic, and unanimously carried, it was moved
to approve items 12.1 through 12.13 on the Personnel agenda.

12.1  Approving the list of professional and support substitutes as presented.

PROFESSIONAL SUBSTITUTES - $135/day
Gracie Campbell

Melanie Cole

Erin Garbin

Mackenzie Johnson
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SUPPORT SUBSTITUTES - $15/hr.
Renee Mattis

Accepting the resignation of Melinda Snyder, Wilson 4.5-hour server, effective
September 4, 2025.

Accepting the resignation of Michelle Oliver, McKee 2nd shift custodian, effective
September 16, 2025.

Approving a family medical leave of absence for Kelsey Hernley, Wilson grade 1
teacher, effective September 2, 2025, not to exceed 60 days.

Approving an intermittent family medical leave of absence for Wally Darbous, high
school 2nd shift custodian, effective August 29, 2025, not to exceed 60 days.

Approving an intermittent family medical leave of absence for Warren McGhee, middle
school 2nd shift custodian, effective September 4, 2025, not to exceed 60 days.

Approving hiring Lauren Boggs as a long-term substitute elementary teacher effective
the 2025-26 school year. Salary, Step 1 Bachelor’s $55,925.

Approving hiring Savannah Flaugher as a 1:1 student Licensed Practical Nurse (LPN) at
a rate of $29.18/hour ($233.44/day). Start date, August 29, 2025.

Approving hiring Bridget Brown as a Class IV-B 4.5-hour server at Wilson Elementary,
effective September 18, 2025. Salary, $20.91/hour.

Approving hiring Diana Morrow as a Class III paraeducator assigned to Wilson
Elementary effective September 18, 2025 conditional upon the successful completion of
the Pennsylvania Department of Education’s Credential of Competency for Special
Education Paraeducators program by the end of the 2025-26 school year at a salary of
$22.76/hour.

Approving hiring Macy Partyka as a Class III paraeducator at Wilson Elementary
effective September 18, 2025, at a salary of $22.76/hour.

Approving a family medical leave for Mike Holzer, high school second shift custodian,
effective September 5, 2025, not to exceed 60 days.

Approving the following student interns at a cost of $11/hour:

Broadcast Media Internship - lago Gomes & Faith Haley

Sports Broadcasting Internship - Brayden Presley

Technical Theater Internship - AJ James, Kiera Smith, Sara Stonebraker, Addison
Tokos

Marketing & Communications Internship - Nathalia Canelhas, Aniah Hart, Adelyn
McClelland, Lydia Repko

Fall Sports Medicine Internship - Emma Jancel, Nuriya Serik
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13. Property & Supply

14.

On a motion by Mr. Ostrander, seconded by Mr. Psomas, and unanimously carried, it was
moved to approve items 13.1 through 13.4 on the Property & Supply agenda.

13.1

13.2

13.3

13.4

Approving Change Order GC-073 with the Hudson Group to provide a credit in the
amount of $9,000.00 in lieu of the replacement of 40 ground face block at the LGI that
were found to be outside ASTM standards and to provide a credit in lieu of a 2nd year
of warranty coverage for the new elevator in the amount of $2,800.00 in the total credit
amount for GC-073 of ($11,800.00).

Approving Change Order GC-074 with the Hudson Group to furnish and install
additional structural steel and make necessary revisions to support the new canopies at

entrances HB100 and HC100 due to unforeseen existing conditions in the total amount
of $11,552.00.

Approving Change Order EC-027 with Allegheny City Electric to rewire all existing
kitchen equipment noted to remain. Drawings indicated removal of all electric service
to the kitchen, but only showed electric circuits to the new equipment in the total
amount of $39,876.08.

Approving Change Order EC-028 with Allegheny City Electric for the following items
in the total amount of $27,512.01:

1. Furnish and install temporary power feeders to sub-feeds on the 1st floor area A, B
and C at a cost of $9,144.18.

2. Furnish and install four (4) regular speakers into locker rooms A102, A103 and
locker room offices A102D and A103D as requested by the owner at a cost of
$2,458.30

3. Furnish and install additional conduit and wiring for additional card readers at all
new coiling doors and for an additional strobe alert for the kitchen ai-phone for the
loading dock door per construction bulletin no. 21 at a cost of $12,937.60.

4. Provide and install additional fire alarm sensors at all locking corridor doors with
associated wiring and connection to the Panic Alarm system, including additional
programming for the PA output relay to close all corridor doors under a lock down alert
at a cost of $2,971.93.

Finance

On a motion by Mr. Tomei, seconded by Mr. Psomas, and unanimously carried, it was moved
to approve items 14.1 through 14.3 on the Finance agenda.

14.1

14.2

14.3

Approving the payment of bills from the General Fund as per list presented to the Board
Members.

Approving the Construction Fund and Construction Treasurer's reports as presented to
the Board Members.

Accepting August Activity Reports as presented to the Board Member
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Policy & Programs

On a motion by Mrs. Pustover, seconded by Ms. Bozic, and unanimously carried, it was moved
to approve items 15.1 and 15.2 on the Policy & Programs agenda.

15.1  Approving the AHN Chill Project to provide virtual mental health services to students
at no cost to the district.

15.2  Approving the placement agreement for Student R as recommended by the solicitor.
Athletics & Activities

On a motion by Mr. Kosenina, seconded by Ms. Bozic, and unanimously carried, it was moved
to approve items 16.1 through 16.4 on the Athletics & Activities agenda.

16.1 Approving the following football coaching staff adjustments for the 2025 fall season
(all clearance requirements have been met).

Moving Scott Orndoff from a volunteer to paid assistant
Moving Greg Marshall from paid assistant to volunteer

Adjusting the below coaching salaries

Mark Capuano - from $4,915.35 to $4,811.35
Johnny Camello -from $4,915.35 to $4,811.34
Matt Kropf - from $4,915.35 to $4,811.34
Tim Levcik - from $4,915.35 to $4,811.34
Scott Orndoff - $4,811.34

Zeth Marshall - from $3,348.29 to $3,320.92

16.2  Approving the following middle school girls basketball coaching staff adjustments for
the 2025 fall season (all clearance requirements have been met).

Removing Maura Castelluci from paid 4th Assistant (MS Head)
Moving Lori Henary from 5th to 4th assistant (MS Head) from $4,187.65 to $4,652.94
Adding Rebecca Duch - 5th assistant (MS Asst.) - $4,187.65

16.3  Approving the following musical positions (all clearance requirements have been met).
Fall Musical Assistant 3 (shared) - Madelyn Miessmer - $1,313.59
Spring Musical Assistant 4 (shared) - Ryan Wickersham - $1,544.71
Musical Volunteer - Bradley McBurney

16.4 Removing Steve Groba from the HS Jazz Ensemble position and replacing with TJ Fox
for the 2025-26 school year at a stipend of $1600.

Federal Programs & Legislation

Dr. Nelson reported on the application being sent to federal programs. She also gave an
update on Ridge Academy.
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18. Student Representatives

Carlee Lash, Lydia Lapin and Camryn Turner introduced themselves. They reported on
the following activities:

1.

Academics

Even though everyone has been busy with the start of the school year, I think it
has gotten off to a great start. My classes are moving quickly — we are learning
new material, reviewing it, and getting quizzed soon after — but so far, things
have been going smoothly without any major issues or concerns. I have heard
about a mix of experiences from my peers, but overall, there is a positive and
motivated vibe around school right now.

JROTC

New Instructor is great!

o Lt. Col. Mahoney is nice

o And good balance between personalities

o taking time to learn, working with students to make positive changes for

the program

Upcoming Community Service Events: Sep 20th cadets of the JROTC program
are volunteering at the Pittsburgh Air Show MILEXPO (The Sea, Air, Land, and
Space Military Exposition
Homecoming Game - Presentation of the Colors - Rachel McGough
The color guard is also going to be at the Aliquippa vs West A game Friday Oct
3 lead by Tessa Bionnil
The color guard is doing the cavalcade of bands October 4th (it’s a band
showcase that we are providing a color guard for)
The program brings in a lot of community service and school service we like to
do grounds clean up on Saturday after home football games

Arts

Fall Musical - Marvelous Wonderettes

o Show dates are November 13, 15, 16

o Rehearsals have been every day after school until around 5:30.

o The show is about four high school girls in a girl group called the
Wonderettes, and they perform songs at their high school prom in 1958.
In Act 2, the girls come back for their 10-year high school reunion, in
which they perform more songs but show great character development
and maturity.

o There are four senior females and one senior male in the cast.

o So far, we have started to learn music and our vocal parts for the songs in
the show. The show consists of 26 songs, of which the girls sing them all.
We will begin to put this show on stage next week.

Marching Band

o The band is working extensively on perfecting our halftime show this
season.

o Our show is called The Magic of Music, and it consists of songs such as
“You Can Do Magic”, “24K Magic”, “Magic Carpet Ride”, “Black Magic
Woman”, and “This Magic Moment”.

o The show features four soloists all performing various magic tricks
throughout the show. We have a dance soloist who has a magic quick
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changing dress, a levitating soloist, and soloist who turns scarves into
umbrellas, and even a disappearing soloist.

o Our practices are every Monday after school until 5:30 and every

Wednesday evening from 6-9.

o We have made great progress from band camp, adding in new songs and

tricks every week, which we rehearse at practices throughout the week.

We are preparing for our Cavalcade of Bands on October 4.

We went to Chartiers Houston for a band festival on Saturday, September

6th, and we will go to South Fayette’s band festival on Saturday,

September 27",

Show Choir

o The show choir began learning our winter repertoire for our concert in

December and our holiday outings around the community. We are also
working to plan a workshop to raise money for the Children’s Hospital,
where we will have elementary and middle schoolers have a show choir-
like experience for a day, learning a song and dance to perform for their
families. All benefits are donated to the Children’s Hospital downtown.

o O

. Athletics

Football: tough loss vs Moon last week and will play Peters Twp this Friday
Cross County: Senior day was on 9/9 and both middle school and varsity squads
dominated the tri-meet with New Castle and Central Valley. For the boys,
Brennan took home the top spot while for the girls, Grace, Cameron and Megan
finished in the top three

Tennis: We just had a thrilling 3-2 win over Lincoln Park, with all three
victories taking place in the singles matches

Soccer: Boys won 9-0 over Blackhawk on their senior night last night
Volleyball: Playing right now (7/7:30) at Moon

Golf: golf team rebounded in a big way with a second consecutive MAC
Championship! All sophomores - Nico Ward & Levi Vaughn shoot 69 (-3) to tie
3 others for medalist and Ethan Bobonski shoots 72 (E) to finish 8th. Our guys
shot 210 and won the title by 8 strokes.

. Activities/Clubs

Mini-thon

o Our first meeting was after school on Wednesday, September 10th.

o We discussed what Mini-thon is (a student-led yearlong fundraiser,
consisting of fun activities and events to raise money for Four Diamonds,
providing financial and emotional support to families with children
diagnosed with cancer/childhood cancer research)

o We discussed our upcoming events/meetings and assigned committees to
best organize/prepare for our big end of the year event. We raised $15,726
last year, and our goal is to raise $16,000 by the end of this year.

SIA

o Students in Action helped to set up homecoming on the morning of
Saturday, September 13,

1. We decorated the outside area with streamers, lights,
pasta/candle centerpieces on tables, Italian flags, and picture
taking areas/backdrops.

2. We built yard games and the photo booth, and we set up all
the tables and chairs for attendees to use when eating.
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6. Culture
e Pep Rally - September 5
o All the fall sports were recognized and cheered on by the school.
o The homecoming court was announced and celebrated.
o There were lots of entertaining games that students could participate in,
like a game of musical plates (like musical chairs but standing on plates, a
mattress sliding game, and more.
o The band and cheer squad performed songs that they have been practicing
and will perform at football games for the school.
o Overall, this pep rally was a really good way to kick off the week of
homecoming
e Spirit Week
o Mamma Mia Day (dress like a character from the movie/musical Mamma
Mia)
Pizza Day (dress like pizza/wear a pizza costume)
Italian Flag Day (wear red, white, and green)
Tourist Day (dress like an Italian tourist)
o Mario and Luigi Day (dress like characters from Mario)
e Homecoming
o 746 student attendees
o Ithought that this was the best homecoming of my high school
experience. There were so many things to do, like playing yard games,
dancing, glass blowing, a photobooth, and more. There were food trucks
giving out pizza and soda, an Olive Garden pasta bar, and Rita’s ice with
lots of different flavors. The DJ was the best one we have had in a long
time, which is a common consensus between everyone I have talked to. I
had a wonderful time, and I have heard great things from everyone who
attended.

O O O

19.  Library

Mrs. Pustover reported on the following activities:

e Fall For Your Library — 9/20 at Celebrations

e Match your donation month

e Raffles

e Fall Reading Challenge
Please visit the Library and their website for more information
www.westernalleghenylibrary.org.

20. Parkway West CTC
No report.
21. SHASDA

No report.


http://www.westernalleghenylibrary.org/
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West Allegheny Athletic Hall of Fame

Mr. Psomas reported the nominees will be introduced at the football game on
September 27. The banquet is being held on October 18.

West Allegheny Foundation

Dr. Lippert discussed the fundraiser that will be held on October 19, a cookie baking
contest.

Wellness and Safe Schools Committee
No report.

New Business
No new business.

Open Forum
No comments.

Adjournment

On a motion by Mrs. Pustover, seconded by Ms. Bozic, and unanimously carried, it was
moved to adjourn the meeting at 7:39 p.m.

Robert Ostrander, Board President

Alyssa Athanas, Board Secretary



